
Located at the centre of the festival, the Kids Fest is 
a vibrant and colourful hub, somewhere to play, build 
and create. Join a workshop and make something 
to take home. Find a quiet space to read a book or 
play a game, get your face painted or contribute to 
our communal art and craft pieces. There’s always 
something to do in the kid’s tent. Children under 
the age of 12 should always be in the care of a 
responsible adult.

Keep an eye out on other stages for  
concerts especially for kids too! 

FRIDAY  
5:00pm
Kids Fest Kick-off. Start your festival with some creative 
cardboard construction or come and chill out with some 
boardgames or some loose parts play.

SATURDAY 
8:00am
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and contribute to 
our cardboard collective creation or help add your own flair
to our collaborative art piece, Contours of the Creek.  
Art and craft supplies for free play and creation are also
on hand throughout the day.

9:00am  
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring garland from 
locally picked ivy and flowers to wear for the weekend.

9:30am 
The Wild Martinis (Sam’s Caravan). The Wild Martinis 
are four bonus siblings from Candelo. They grew up in a 
musical share house with musical chairs, musical parents 
and musical instruments. They have developed a reputation 
for sorting 100s & 1000s, sliding down staircases, bush 
dancing, and impressing their awe-struck parents, extended 
family and pets with their music. Catch them being eaten by 
boa constrictors, washing their faces with orange juice and 
teaching the heel and toe polka.

10:30am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her musicians 
to dance the maypole using colourful ribbons 
to make a Barbers Pole, Spiderweb or weave a 
colourful pattern.

11:00am 
Face Painting with Izzzy.

1:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to go a 
little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes alive in this 
kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 100% animal-free 
fun and fact-filled* act full of outback oddities. 
*Facts may only be mostly accurate

3:00pm
Mikelangelo on his Too Small Chair. Come to sing 
and dance along with Mikelangelo as he drops some
bangers for small humans from his too small chair. 

4:00pm 
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or 
explore textures with a clay impression to take home.

5:00pm 
Board Games and Chill. Come and join in on some 
boardgames suitable for all ages. 

SUNDAY 
8:30am  
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and 
contribute to our cardboard collective creation or 
help add your own flair to our collaborative art piece, 
Contours of the Creek. Art and craft supplies for free play
and creation are also on hand throughout the day.

9:30am
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or explore
textures with a clay impression to take home. 

10:30am
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring 
garland from locally picked ivy and flowers to 
wear for the weekend.

11:00am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her 
musicians to dance the maypole using 
colourful ribbons to make a Barbers Pole, 
Spiderweb or weave a colourful pattern.

11:30pm
Face Painting with Izzy . 

12:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to 
go a little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes 
alive in this kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 
100% animal-free fun and fact-filled* act full 
of outback oddities. *Facts may only be mostly 
accurate.

2:00pm
Loose Parts Play and Create. Bring your 
appetite for messing about with recycled 
materials to build, craft and create 
masterpieces to take home. 

IN THE WASTE TENT

SATURDAY
1:00pm 
Gerry Gillespie: Making inoculant products at home 
for your compost, garden and toilet. An explanation 
the use of this readily accessible technology to enable 
the most cost-effective use of organic waste in local 
food production systems.

2:15pm 
Martin Royds: City to Soil on Jillamatong: Following 
on from Gerry, Martin will explain how he uses his 
techniques on a large scale and in a farming setting. 

KIDS FEST

MUSIC WORKSHOPS

In the Hall
SATURDAY
10:15am
FESTIVAL CHOIR: Learn a song with choir conductor Bec
Taylor in preparation to perform with her and her band 
the Lyrebirds in a follow up show at Pete’s Lounge. 

11:45am
ANDU-CAN-LELE: Beginners/Intermediate Ukulele 
- Unlock the four chords that make up many popular 
songs, as well as strumming patterns, chart-reading, and 
finger-picking. BYO Uke. With Charley Castle.

3:15pm
‘CHOONBACKER’: HOW TO LISTEN OUT FOR CHORD 
CHANGES IN A CELTIC MUSIC SESSION — and provide 
rhythm support with bouzouki, mandolin or guitar. With 
Austral.

4:30pm
TENOR BANJO: Explore the art of playing the tenor 
banjo in Irish traditional music. Maggie will guide 
you through essential techniques, rhythms, and 
ornamentation to elevate your playing and bring a fresh 
perspective to traditional tunes. With Maggie Carty.

SUNDAY
12:00pm
BODY PERCUSSION: Part workshop & part meditation 
on the embodiment of rhythm in your personal creative 
practice. A guided journey that requires no instrument 
while incorporating elemental rhythm studies with body 
percussion (steps, claps, finger snaps) & voice. With 
David Ross MacDonald.

AROUND THE GROUNDS

FRIDAY
SURLY GRIFFIN MORRIS
Rhythm Sticks Workshop: They will bring the sticks and 
the music – all you need is courage to have a go.
Hall — 7:00pm

SATURDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. 
HALL —  8.00AM

OPENING EVENT: Please come to our official welcome, 
hear from our local councillor, meet some of the festival’s 
inspiring volunteers, celebrate some awards, get the low 
down on this year’s program highlights. 
Pete’s —9:30am

PATTERSONS CURSE:  a tribute.  Join Gerry Gillespie, a 
life-time member of Majors Creek Festival, for a special 
one-off celebratory concert for his brother Peter after 
whom Pete’s Lounge at the Festival is named. Peter died 
ten years back and we thought it time to remind you of 
some of the old Pattersons Curse classics along with a 
few new innovations, or old innovations from the 50s and 
60s, minced lovingly through the ‘folk process’. Gerry will 
be joined on stage by Andrew Saunders and sundry other 
music makers, which could include you! Come along and 
you too can become part of the repartee of the last gasp 
of the Curse.
Pete’s — 9:45am

SURREAL PAPER MASKS WITH FRANK LINDNER
Join Frank Lindner the 2025 STA Majors Artist for 
a creative mask making workshop using paper and 
paint to create an individual mask to wear around the 
festival. Workshop participants will be invited to appear 
in a Frank Lindner original photograph wearing their 
creation. All materials provided.
Hall Veranda —11:00am

POP UP GAELTACHT
An bhfuil aon gaeilge agat?
Pop-in to the Pop-up Gaeltacht to use your cúpla focail. 
All abilities welcome
Bar area —1:00pm

SONGWRITERS IN THE ROUND
Hosted by the enormously talented and funny Pete 
Denahy, our Songwriters in the Round show will feature 
Heath Cullen, Daniel Champagne, Andrea Kirwin, DINGO 
and Vanessa Jade sharing songs, inspiration and stories.
Main —12:00pm

BUSH DANCE
The Saturday night festival favourite, the family bush 
dance, is back on Saturday night with the wonderful 
Paverty Bush Band.
Hall — 7:30pm

SUNDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. Hall — 8:00am

 MERRY MUSE MORNING:
Come and join the crew from Merry Muse Folk Club
as they showcase some of Canberra’s best folk talents. 
Sam’s —9:30am 

BRAIDWOOD DANCE STUDIO DISPLAY
Come and watch and encourage the local kids from the 
Braidwood Dance School while they wow us with their 
dance skills. Pete’s — 9:30am 

AN ECUMENICAL SERVICE TO CELEBRATE MUSIC
Featuring music by year 9 students of Abbotsleigh School 
in Sydney. Brass & string instruments: 6 voices in harmony: 
together with a 100 year old organ. What better way to 
give thanks for the gift of music & song? All welcome. 
Church — 10:00am

BUNGENDORE YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Their senior quintet will be showcasing an inspiring 
selection of traditional tunes and contemporary 
arrangements. Pete’s — 10:30am

YARNING CIRCLE: 
Come and join Wallabindi, where you will learn her 
reconciliation song and encourage conversations about 
reconciliation and truth telling. Hall — 10:45am

COMMUNAL WEAVING WORKSHOP
Connect with your creativity through mindful making. A 
simple project using willow and flax. Hall Verandah —11am 

THE SUPER AMAZING MYSTERY GUEST (WHO WANTED TO 
STAY  ANONYMOUS) AND THE MAJORS ALL STAR BAND
Head to the pub on Sunday arvo where this surprise 
performer of some notoriety who  wanted to remain 
anonymous will be kicking off the wrap party at the pub on 
Sunday afternoon.  Pub — 2:30pm

YOGA, TAI CHI AND 
ZUMBA

HEART OF YOGA: Sat - Pete’s — 8:00am | Sun — 
Pete’s – 8:00am
Morning Yoga with Cecile Galiazzo. All levels welcome. 
Vinyasa flow and Breath.

TAI CHI: Sun — Sam’s — 8:00am
Original yang style tai chi. Get your Qi flowing with 
William Verdon.

ZUMBA: Sat — Main — 8:30am 
Come and join Jess from South Coast Zumba for a High 
Intensity Interval Dance class – suitable for all regardless 
of your dance experience. It is so much fun and a chance to 
let yourself be free whilst getting some exercise all at once!

SESSIONS
Sessions are a welcoming place for everyone to sing, 
play and connect. Sheet music provided at times or 
play by ear. All instruments and players of any level 
encouraged and welcome to join in.

FRIDAY 
OLD TIME SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Pub: 6:00pm

IRISH SESSION: With The Butter Trackers. Hall: 8:30pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with the Canberra Shanty Club 
Bar Area: 9:00pm

SATURDAY
BRAIDWOOD FOLK CLUB SESSION: with The 
Braidwood Folk Club. Hall: 1:00pm

IRISH SESSION: with The Butter Trackers. Bar: 3:00pm

THE BIG SING: with The Braidwood Folk Club Hall: 5:45pm

BLUEGRASS SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Bar Area: 8:00pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with Canberra Shanty Club
Hall: 10:30pm

SUNDAY
SLOW SESSION: Traditional Irish tunes played at a 
relaxed pace. With The Butter Trackers
Bar Area: 11:30am

THANK YOU! Majors Creek Festival is an entirely volunteer 
run, not-for-profit community festival and would not be possible 
without our wonderful sponsors, supporters and volunteers. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
In keeping with the spirit of Reconciliation, Majors Creek Festival  acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners of the land on which we gather and recognise that this has always been a place of teaching, 
learning, music, and art. 
We wish to pay respect to the Elders, past, present, and emerging and acknowledge the important 
role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play in our community.

Thanks to ….
Tigre Asha photography
John McVeity Sound 
Majors Creek Hotel
Southern Tablelands Arts
Tony Moore Electrician and his crew
Braidwood FM
Sam’s Caravan
Bruce McCarron and Family
Martin Royds: Jillamatong Braidwood
Anglican Parish of Braidwood
Braidwood SES
Noel Harrington for the ‘Tinnibago Office’
The Braidwood Folk Music Club
The Residents of Majors Creek
Our Billet hosts for generously opening their homes 
And all our wonderful volunteers. We could not do it 
without you! 

Majors Creek Festival Crew: 
Hannah Gillespie – Festival & Creative Director
Gail Cummins – General Manager & Licensee
Jo Telfer – Volunteer Coordinator
Alfredo la Caprara –Site Operations
Pip Thomson – Kids Festival Coordinator
Vanessa Palmer – Waste Manager
Steve Junor – Stalls Coordinator
Bonnie Roppola – Shop Manager
Benjamin Addy – Construction Manager
Pearl Junor – Bar Manager
Kirsten Junor – Site Design / Artist Services
Kym Mogridge – Ticketing Manager
Mick Radojkovic - Web Guru
Rachel Shields – Graphic Design
Janet Barnes – Vollie Catering

Community Bank
Braidwood Major sponsor

Proudly supported by 

November 7–9 2025

Dan Gutteridge and Carly McMahon (2024)
Bruce Harrington, Julie Harrington (2025)

LIFETIME FESTIVAL FRIENDS
Majors Creek Festival acknowledges the hard work and dedication of past committee members 
and volunteers through its Lifetime Festival Friends program. An initiative of our 25th festival 
anniversary celebration in 2018, the committee honour our Lifetime Festival Friends by welcoming 
them to attend Majors each year as our very valuable guests. This year’s worthy recipients are 
Bruce and Julie Harrington.
Sue Rendell, Alison Smith (2018), 
Arthur Baker, Gordon Pritchard (2019),  
Gerry Gillespie and Judy Knowles (2023).

Don’t forget to check out the exhibition of local artists in the hall, 
featuring landscape painter Kate Curruthers, Blake Prize finalist 
Ray Monde and Majors Creek’s own Zoe Brand. !



Located at the centre of the festival, the Kids Fest is 
a vibrant and colourful hub, somewhere to play, build 
and create. Join a workshop and make something 
to take home. Find a quiet space to read a book or 
play a game, get your face painted or contribute to 
our communal art and craft pieces. There’s always 
something to do in the kid’s tent. Children under 
the age of 12 should always be in the care of a 
responsible adult.

Keep an eye out on other stages for  
concerts especially for kids too! 

FRIDAY  
5:00pm
Kids Fest Kick-off. Start your festival with some creative 
cardboard construction or come and chill out with some 
boardgames or some loose parts play.

SATURDAY 
8:00am
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and contribute to 
our cardboard collective creation or help add your own flair 
to our collaborative art piece, Contours of the Creek.  
Art and craft supplies for free play and creation are also 
on hand throughout the day.

9:00am  
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring garland from 
locally picked ivy and flowers to wear for the weekend.

9:30am 
The Wild Martinis (Sam’s Caravan). The Wild Martinis 
are four bonus siblings from Candelo. They grew up in a 
musical share house with musical chairs, musical parents 
and musical instruments. They have developed a reputation 
for sorting 100s & 1000s, sliding down staircases, bush 
dancing, and impressing their awe-struck parents, extended 
family and pets with their music. Catch them being eaten by 
boa constrictors, washing their faces with orange juice and 
teaching the heel and toe polka.

10:30am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her musicians 
to dance the maypole using colourful ribbons 
to make a Barbers Pole, Spiderweb or weave a 
colourful pattern.

11:00am 
Face Painting with Izzzy.

1:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to go a 
little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes alive in this 
kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 100% animal-free 
fun and fact-filled* act full of outback oddities. 
*Facts may only be mostly accurate

3:00pm
Mikelangelo on his Too Small Chair. Come to sing 
and dance along with Mikelangelo as he drops some 
bangers for small humans from his too small chair. 

4:00pm 
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or 
explore textures with a clay impression to take home.

5:00pm 
Board Games and Chill. Come and join in on some 
boardgames suitable for all ages. 

SUNDAY 
8:30am  
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and 
contribute to our cardboard collective creation or 
help add your own flair to our collaborative art piece, 
Contours of the Creek. Art and craft supplies for free play 
and creation are also on hand throughout the day.

9:30am
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or explore 
textures with a clay impression to take home. 

10:30am
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring 
garland from locally picked ivy and flowers to 
wear for the weekend.

11:00am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her 
musicians to dance the maypole using 
colourful ribbons to make a Barbers Pole, 
Spiderweb or weave a colourful pattern.

11:30pm
Face Painting with Izzy . 

12:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to 
go a little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes 
alive in this kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 
100% animal-free fun and fact-filled* act full 
of outback oddities. *Facts may only be mostly 
accurate.

2:00pm
Loose Parts Play and Create. Bring your 
appetite for messing about with recycled 
materials to build, craft and create 
masterpieces to take home. 

IN THE WASTE TENT

SATURDAY
1:00pm 
Gerry Gillespie: Making inoculant products at home 
for your compost, garden and toilet. An explanation 
the use of this readily accessible technology to enable 
the most cost-effective use of organic waste in local 
food production systems.

2:15pm 
Martin Royds: City to Soil on Jillamatong: Following 
on from Gerry, Martin will explain how he uses his 
techniques on a large scale and in a farming setting. 

KIDSFEST

MUSIC WORKSHOPS

In the Hall
SATURDAY
10:15am
FESTIVAL CHOIR: Learn a song with choir conductor Bec 
Taylor in preparation to perform with her and her band 
the Lyrebirds in a follow up show at Pete’s Lounge. 

11:45am
ANDU-CAN-LELE: Beginners/Intermediate Ukulele 
- Unlock the four chords that make up many popular 
songs, as well as strumming patterns, chart-reading, and 
finger-picking. BYO Uke. With Charley Castle.

3:15pm
‘CHOONBACKER’: HOW TO LISTEN OUT FOR CHORD 
CHANGES IN A CELTIC MUSIC SESSION — and provide 
rhythm support with bouzouki, mandolin or guitar. With 
Austral.

4:30pm
TENOR BANJO: Explore the art of playing the tenor 
banjo in Irish traditional music. Maggie will guide 
you through essential techniques, rhythms, and 
ornamentation to elevate your playing and bring a fresh 
perspective to traditional tunes. With Maggie Carty.

SUNDAY
12:00pm
BODY PERCUSSION: Part workshop & part meditation 
on the embodiment of rhythm in your personal creative 
practice. A guided journey that requires no instrument 
while incorporating elemental rhythm studies with body 
percussion (steps, claps, finger snaps) & voice. With 
David Ross MacDonald.

AROUND THE GROUNDS

FRIDAY
SURLY GRIFFIN MORRIS
Rhythm Sticks Workshop: They will bring the sticks and 
the music – all you need is courage to have a go.
Hall — 7:00pm

SATURDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. 
HALL —  8.00AM

OPENING EVENT: Please come to our official welcome, 
hear from our local councillor, meet some of the festival’s 
inspiring volunteers, celebrate some awards, get the low 
down on this year’s program highlights. 
Pete’s — 9:30am

PATTERSONS CURSE:  a tribute.  Join Gerry Gillespie, a 
life-time member of Majors Creek Festival, for a special 
one-off celebratory concert for his brother Peter after 
whom Pete’s Lounge at the Festival is named. Peter died 
ten years back and we thought it time to remind you of 
some of the old Pattersons Curse classics along with a 
few new innovations, or old innovations from the 50s and 
60s, minced lovingly through the ‘folk process’. Gerry will 
be joined on stage by Andrew Saunders and sundry other 
music makers, which could include you! Come along and 
you too can become part of the repartee of the last gasp 
of the Curse.
Pete’s — 9:45am

SURREAL PAPER MASKS WITH FRANK LINDNER
Join Frank Lindner the 2025 STA Majors Artist for 
a creative mask making workshop using paper and 
paint to create an individual mask to wear around the 
festival. Workshop participants will be invited to appear 
in a Frank Lindner original photograph wearing their 
creation. All materials provided.
Hall Veranda —11:00am

POP UP GAELTACHT
An bhfuil aon gaeilge agat?
Pop-in to the Pop-up Gaeltacht to use your cúpla focail. 
All abilities welcome
Bar area — 1:00pm

SONGWRITERS IN THE ROUND
Hosted by the enormously talented and funny Pete 
Denahy, our Songwriters in the Round show will feature 
Heath Cullen, Daniel Champagne, Andrea Kirwin, DINGO 
and Vanessa Jade sharing songs, inspiration and stories.
Main —12:00pm

BUSH DANCE
The Saturday night festival favourite, the family bush 
dance, is back on Saturday night with the wonderful 
Paverty Bush Band.
Hall — 7:30pm

SUNDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. Hall — 8:00am

 MERRY MUSE MORNING:
Come and join the crew from Merry Muse Folk Club 
as they showcase some of Canberra’s best folk talents. 
Sam’s — 9:30am 

BRAIDWOOD DANCE STUDIO DISPLAY
Come and watch and encourage the local kids from the 
Braidwood Dance School while they wow us with their 
dance skills. Pete’s — 9:30am 

AN ECUMENICAL SERVICE TO CELEBRATE MUSIC 
Featuring music by year 9 students of Abbotsleigh School 
in Sydney. Brass & string instruments: 6 voices in harmony: 
together with a 100 year old organ. What better way to 
give thanks for the gift of music & song? All welcome. 
Church — 10:00am

BUNGENDORE YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Their senior quintet will be showcasing an inspiring 
selection of traditional tunes and contemporary 
arrangements. Pete’s — 10:30am

YARNING CIRCLE: 
Come and join Wallabindi, where you will learn her 
reconciliation song and encourage conversations about 
reconciliation and truth telling. Hall — 10:45am

COMMUNAL WEAVING WORKSHOP
Connect with your creativity through mindful making. A 
simple project using willow and flax. Hall Verandah —11am 

THE SUPER AMAZING MYSTERY GUEST (WHO WANTED TO 
STAY  ANONYMOUS) AND THE MAJORS ALL STAR BAND
Head to the pub on Sunday arvo where this surprise 
performer of some notoriety who  wanted to remain 
anonymous will be kicking off the wrap party at the pub on 
Sunday afternoon.  Pub — 2:30pm

YOGA, TAI CHI AND 
ZUMBA

HEART OF YOGA: Sat - Pete’s — 8:00am | Sun —  
Pete’s – 8:00am
Morning Yoga with Cecile Galiazzo. All levels welcome. 
Vinyasa flow and Breath.

TAI CHI: Sun — Sam’s — 8:00am
Original yang style tai chi. Get your Qi flowing with 
William Verdon.

ZUMBA: Sat — Main — 8:30am 
Come and join Jess from South Coast Zumba for a High 
Intensity Interval Dance class – suitable for all regardless 
of your dance experience. It is so much fun and a chance to 
let yourself be free whilst getting some exercise all at once! 

SESSIONS
Sessions are a welcoming place for everyone to sing, 
play and connect. Sheet music provided at times or 
play by ear. All instruments and players of any level 
encouraged and welcome to join in.

FRIDAY 
OLD TIME SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Pub: 6:00pm

IRISH SESSION: With The Butter Trackers. Hall: 8:30pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with the Canberra Shanty Club 
Bar Area: 9:00pm

SATURDAY
BRAIDWOOD FOLK CLUB SESSION: with The 
Braidwood Folk Club. Hall: 1:00pm

IRISH SESSION: with The Butter Trackers. Bar: 3:00pm

THE BIG SING: with The Braidwood Folk Club Hall: 5:45pm

BLUEGRASS SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Bar Area: 8:00pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with Canberra Shanty Club
Hall: 10:30pm

SUNDAY
SLOW SESSION: Traditional Irish tunes played at a 
relaxed pace. With The Butter Trackers
Bar Area: 11:30am

THANK YOU! Majors Creek Festival is an entirely volunteer 
run, not-for-profit community festival and would not be possible 
without our wonderful sponsors, supporters and volunteers.  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
In keeping with the spirit of Reconciliation, Majors Creek Festival  acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners of the land on which we gather and recognise that this has always been a place of teaching, 
learning, music, and art. 
We wish to pay respect to the Elders, past, present, and emerging and acknowledge the important 
role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play in our community.

 

Thanks to ….
Tigre Asha photography
John McVeity Sound 
Majors Creek Hotel
Southern Tablelands Arts
Tony Moore Electrician and his crew
Braidwood FM
Sam’s Caravan
Bruce McCarron and Family
Martin Royds: Jillamatong Braidwood
Anglican Parish of Braidwood
Braidwood SES
Noel Harrington for the ‘Tinnibago Office’
The Braidwood Folk Music Club
The Residents of Majors Creek
Our Billet hosts for generously opening their homes 
And all our wonderful volunteers. We could not do it 
without you! 

Majors Creek Festival Crew: 
Hannah Gillespie – Festival & Creative Director  
Gail Cummins – General Manager & Licensee
Jo Telfer – Volunteer Coordinator
Alfredo la Caprara –Site Operations
Pip Thomson – Kids Festival Coordinator
Vanessa Palmer – Waste Manager 
Steve Junor – Stalls Coordinator
Bonnie Roppola – Shop Manager
Benjamin Addy – Construction Manager
Pearl Junor – Bar Manager 
Kirsten Junor – Site Design / Artist Services
Kym Mogridge – Ticketing Manager
Mick Radojkovic - Web Guru
Rachel Shields – Graphic Design
Janet Barnes – Vollie Catering

Community Bank
BraidwoodMajor sponsor

Proudly supported by 

November 7–9 2025

Dan Gutteridge and Carly McMahon (2024)
Bruce Harrington, Julie Harrington (2025)

LIFETIME FESTIVAL FRIENDS
Majors Creek Festival acknowledges the hard work and dedication of past committee members 
and volunteers through its Lifetime Festival Friends program. An initiative of our 25th festival 
anniversary celebration in 2018, the committee honour our Lifetime Festival Friends by welcoming 
them to attend Majors each year as our very valuable guests. This year’s worthy recipients are 
Bruce and Julie Harrington.
Sue Rendell, Alison Smith (2018),  
Arthur Baker, Gordon Pritchard (2019),  
Gerry Gillespie and Judy Knowles (2023).

Don’t forget to check out the exhibition of local artists in the hall, 
featuring landscape painter Kate Curruthers, Blake Prize finalist 
Ray Monde and Majors Creek’s own Zoe Brand.!



Located at the centre of the festival, the Kids Fest is 
a vibrant and colourful hub, somewhere to play, build 
and create. Join a workshop and make something 
to take home. Find a quiet space to read a book or 
play a game, get your face painted or contribute to 
our communal art and craft pieces. There’s always 
something to do in the kid’s tent. Children under 
the age of 12 should always be in the care of a 
responsible adult.

Keep an eye out on other stages for  
concerts especially for kids too! 

FRIDAY  
5:00pm
Kids Fest Kick-off. Start your festival with some creative 
cardboard construction or come and chill out with some 
boardgames or some loose parts play.

SATURDAY 
8:00am
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and contribute to 
our cardboard collective creation or help add your own flair 
to our collaborative art piece, Contours of the Creek.  
Art and craft supplies for free play and creation are also 
on hand throughout the day.

9:00am  
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring garland from 
locally picked ivy and flowers to wear for the weekend.

9:30am 
The Wild Martinis (Sam’s Caravan). The Wild Martinis 
are four bonus siblings from Candelo. They grew up in a 
musical share house with musical chairs, musical parents 
and musical instruments. They have developed a reputation 
for sorting 100s & 1000s, sliding down staircases, bush 
dancing, and impressing their awe-struck parents, extended 
family and pets with their music. Catch them being eaten by 
boa constrictors, washing their faces with orange juice and 
teaching the heel and toe polka.

10:30am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her musicians 
to dance the maypole using colourful ribbons 
to make a Barbers Pole, Spiderweb or weave a 
colourful pattern.

11:00am 
Face Painting with Izzzy.

1:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to go a 
little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes alive in this 
kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 100% animal-free 
fun and fact-filled* act full of outback oddities. 
*Facts may only be mostly accurate

3:00pm
Mikelangelo on his Too Small Chair. Come to sing 
and dance along with Mikelangelo as he drops some 
bangers for small humans from his too small chair. 

4:00pm 
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or 
explore textures with a clay impression to take home.

5:00pm 
Board Games and Chill. Come and join in on some 
boardgames suitable for all ages. 

SUNDAY 
8:30am  
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and 
contribute to our cardboard collective creation or 
help add your own flair to our collaborative art piece, 
Contours of the Creek. Art and craft supplies for free play 
and creation are also on hand throughout the day.

9:30am
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or explore 
textures with a clay impression to take home. 

10:30am
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring 
garland from locally picked ivy and flowers to 
wear for the weekend.

11:00am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her 
musicians to dance the maypole using 
colourful ribbons to make a Barbers Pole, 
Spiderweb or weave a colourful pattern.

11:30pm
Face Painting with Izzy . 

12:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to 
go a little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes 
alive in this kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 
100% animal-free fun and fact-filled* act full 
of outback oddities. *Facts may only be mostly 
accurate.

2:00pm
Loose Parts Play and Create. Bring your 
appetite for messing about with recycled 
materials to build, craft and create 
masterpieces to take home. 

IN THE WASTE TENT

SATURDAY
1:00pm 
Gerry Gillespie: Making inoculant products at home 
for your compost, garden and toilet. An explanation 
the use of this readily accessible technology to enable 
the most cost-effective use of organic waste in local 
food production systems.

2:15pm 
Martin Royds: City to Soil on Jillamatong: Following 
on from Gerry, Martin will explain how he uses his 
techniques on a large scale and in a farming setting. 

KIDS FEST

MUSIC WORKSHOPS

In the Hall
SATURDAY
10:15am
FESTIVAL CHOIR: Learn a song with choir conductor Bec 
Taylor in preparation to perform with her and her band 
the Lyrebirds in a follow up show at Pete’s Lounge. 

11:45am
ANDU-CAN-LELE: Beginners/Intermediate Ukulele 
- Unlock the four chords that make up many popular 
songs, as well as strumming patterns, chart-reading, and 
finger-picking. BYO Uke. With Charley Castle.

3:15pm
‘CHOONBACKER’: HOW TO LISTEN OUT FOR CHORD 
CHANGES IN A CELTIC MUSIC SESSION — and provide 
rhythm support with bouzouki, mandolin or guitar. With 
Austral.

4:30pm
TENOR BANJO: Explore the art of playing the tenor 
banjo in Irish traditional music. Maggie will guide 
you through essential techniques, rhythms, and 
ornamentation to elevate your playing and bring a fresh 
perspective to traditional tunes. With Maggie Carty.

SUNDAY
12:00pm
BODY PERCUSSION: Part workshop & part meditation 
on the embodiment of rhythm in your personal creative 
practice. A guided journey that requires no instrument 
while incorporating elemental rhythm studies with body 
percussion (steps, claps, finger snaps) & voice. With 
David Ross MacDonald.

AROUND THE GROUNDS

FRIDAY
SURLY GRIFFIN MORRIS
Rhythm Sticks Workshop: They will bring the sticks and 
the music – all you need is courage to have a go.
Hall — 7:00pm

SATURDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. 
HALL —  8.00AM

OPENING EVENT: Please come to our official welcome, 
hear from our local councillor, meet some of the festival’s 
inspiring volunteers, celebrate some awards, get the low 
down on this year’s program highlights. 
Pete’s — 9:30am

PATTERSONS CURSE:  a tribute.  Join Gerry Gillespie, a 
life-time member of Majors Creek Festival, for a special 
one-off celebratory concert for his brother Peter after 
whom Pete’s Lounge at the Festival is named. Peter died 
ten years back and we thought it time to remind you of 
some of the old Pattersons Curse classics along with a 
few new innovations, or old innovations from the 50s and 
60s, minced lovingly through the ‘folk process’. Gerry will 
be joined on stage by Andrew Saunders and sundry other 
music makers, which could include you! Come along and 
you too can become part of the repartee of the last gasp 
of the Curse.
Pete’s — 9:45am

SURREAL PAPER MASKS WITH FRANK LINDNER
Join Frank Lindner the 2025 STA Majors Artist for 
a creative mask making workshop using paper and 
paint to create an individual mask to wear around the 
festival. Workshop participants will be invited to appear 
in a Frank Lindner original photograph wearing their 
creation. All materials provided.
Hall Veranda —11:00am

POP UP GAELTACHT
An bhfuil aon gaeilge agat?
Pop-in to the Pop-up Gaeltacht to use your cúpla focail. 
All abilities welcome
Bar area — 1:00pm

SONGWRITERS IN THE ROUND
Hosted by the enormously talented and funny Pete 
Denahy, our Songwriters in the Round show will feature 
Heath Cullen, Daniel Champagne, Andrea Kirwin, DINGO 
and Vanessa Jade sharing songs, inspiration and stories.
Main —12:00pm

BUSH DANCE
The Saturday night festival favourite, the family bush 
dance, is back on Saturday night with the wonderful 
Paverty Bush Band.
Hall — 7:30pm

SUNDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. Hall — 8:00am

 MERRY MUSE MORNING:
Come and join the crew from Merry Muse Folk Club 
as they showcase some of Canberra’s best folk talents. 
Sam’s — 9:30am 

BRAIDWOOD DANCE STUDIO DISPLAY
Come and watch and encourage the local kids from the 
Braidwood Dance School while they wow us with their 
dance skills. Pete’s — 9:30am 

AN ECUMENICAL SERVICE TO CELEBRATE MUSIC 
Featuring music by year 9 students of Abbotsleigh School 
in Sydney. Brass & string instruments: 6 voices in harmony: 
together with a 100 year old organ. What better way to 
give thanks for the gift of music & song? All welcome. 
Church — 10:00am

BUNGENDORE YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Their senior quintet will be showcasing an inspiring 
selection of traditional tunes and contemporary 
arrangements. Pete’s — 10:30am

YARNING CIRCLE: 
Come and join Wallabindi, where you will learn her 
reconciliation song and encourage conversations about 
reconciliation and truth telling. Hall — 10:45am

COMMUNAL WEAVING WORKSHOP
Connect with your creativity through mindful making. A 
simple project using willow and flax. Hall Verandah —11am 

THE SUPER AMAZING MYSTERY GUEST (WHO WANTED TO 
STAY  ANONYMOUS) AND THE MAJORS ALL STAR BAND
Head to the pub on Sunday arvo where this surprise 
performer of some notoriety who  wanted to remain 
anonymous will be kicking off the wrap party at the pub on 
Sunday afternoon.  Pub — 2:30pm

YOGA, TAI CHI AND 
ZUMBA

HEART OF YOGA: Sat - Pete’s — 8:00am | Sun —  
Pete’s – 8:00am
Morning Yoga with Cecile Galiazzo. All levels welcome. 
Vinyasa flow and Breath.

TAI CHI: Sun — Sam’s — 8:00am
Original yang style tai chi. Get your Qi flowing with 
William Verdon.

ZUMBA: Sat — Main — 8:30am 
Come and join Jess from South Coast Zumba for a High 
Intensity Interval Dance class – suitable for all regardless 
of your dance experience. It is so much fun and a chance to 
let yourself be free whilst getting some exercise all at once! 

SESSIONS
Sessions are a welcoming place for everyone to sing, 
play and connect. Sheet music provided at times or 
play by ear. All instruments and players of any level 
encouraged and welcome to join in.

FRIDAY 
OLD TIME SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Pub: 6:00pm

IRISH SESSION: With The Butter Trackers. Hall: 8:30pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with the Canberra Shanty Club 
Bar Area: 9:00pm

SATURDAY
BRAIDWOOD FOLK CLUB SESSION: with The 
Braidwood Folk Club. Hall: 1:00pm

IRISH SESSION: with The Butter Trackers. Bar: 3:00pm

THE BIG SING: with The Braidwood Folk Club Hall: 5:45pm

BLUEGRASS SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Bar Area: 8:00pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with Canberra Shanty Club
Hall: 10:30pm

SUNDAY
SLOW SESSION: Traditional Irish tunes played at a 
relaxed pace. With The Butter Trackers
Bar Area: 11:30am

THANK YOU! Majors Creek Festival is an entirely volunteer 
run, not-for-profit community festival and would not be possible 
without our wonderful sponsors, supporters and volunteers.  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
In keeping with the spirit of Reconciliation, Majors Creek Festival  acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners of the land on which we gather and recognise that this has always been a place of teaching, 
learning, music, and art. 
We wish to pay respect to the Elders, past, present, and emerging and acknowledge the important 
role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play in our community.

 

Thanks to ….
Tigre Asha photography
John McVeity Sound 
Majors Creek Hotel
Southern Tablelands Arts
Tony Moore Electrician and his crew
Braidwood FM
Sam’s Caravan
Bruce McCarron and Family
Martin Royds: Jillamatong Braidwood
Anglican Parish of Braidwood
Braidwood SES
Noel Harrington for the ‘Tinnibago Office’
The Braidwood Folk Music Club
The Residents of Majors Creek
Our Billet hosts for generously opening their homes 
And all our wonderful volunteers. We could not do it 
without you! 

Majors Creek Festival Crew: 
Hannah Gillespie – Festival & Creative Director  
Gail Cummins – General Manager & Licensee
Jo Telfer – Volunteer Coordinator
Alfredo la Caprara –Site Operations
Pip Thomson – Kids Festival Coordinator
Vanessa Palmer – Waste Manager 
Steve Junor – Stalls Coordinator
Bonnie Roppola – Shop Manager
Benjamin Addy – Construction Manager
Pearl Junor – Bar Manager 
Kirsten Junor – Site Design / Artist Services
Kym Mogridge – Ticketing Manager
Mick Radojkovic - Web Guru
Rachel Shields – Graphic Design
Janet Barnes – Vollie Catering

Community Bank
Braidwood Major sponsor

Proudly supported by 

November 7–9 2025

Dan Gutteridge and Carly McMahon (2024)
Bruce Harrington, Julie Harrington (2025)

LIFETIME FESTIVAL FRIENDS
Majors Creek Festival acknowledges the hard work and dedication of past committee members 
and volunteers through its Lifetime Festival Friends program. An initiative of our 25th festival 
anniversary celebration in 2018, the committee honour our Lifetime Festival Friends by welcoming 
them to attend Majors each year as our very valuable guests. This year’s worthy recipients are 
Bruce and Julie Harrington.
Sue Rendell, Alison Smith (2018),  
Arthur Baker, Gordon Pritchard (2019),  
Gerry Gillespie and Judy Knowles (2023).

Don’t forget to check out the exhibition of local artists in the hall, 
featuring landscape painter Kate Curruthers, Blake Prize finalist 
Ray Monde and Majors Creek’s own Zoe Brand. !



Located at the centre of the festival, the Kids Fest is 
a vibrant and colourful hub, somewhere to play, build 
and create. Join a workshop and make something 
to take home. Find a quiet space to read a book or 
play a game, get your face painted or contribute to 
our communal art and craft pieces. There’s always 
something to do in the kid’s tent. Children under 
the age of 12 should always be in the care of a 
responsible adult.

Keep an eye out on other stages for  
concerts especially for kids too! 

FRIDAY  
5:00pm
Kids Fest Kick-off. Start your festival with some creative 
cardboard construction or come and chill out with some 
boardgames or some loose parts play.

SATURDAY 
8:00am
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and contribute to 
our cardboard collective creation or help add your own flair 
to our collaborative art piece, Contours of the Creek.  
Art and craft supplies for free play and creation are also 
on hand throughout the day.

9:00am  
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring garland from 
locally picked ivy and flowers to wear for the weekend.

9:30am 
The Wild Martinis (Sam’s Caravan). The Wild Martinis 
are four bonus siblings from Candelo. They grew up in a 
musical share house with musical chairs, musical parents 
and musical instruments. They have developed a reputation 
for sorting 100s & 1000s, sliding down staircases, bush 
dancing, and impressing their awe-struck parents, extended 
family and pets with their music. Catch them being eaten by 
boa constrictors, washing their faces with orange juice and 
teaching the heel and toe polka.

10:30am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her musicians 
to dance the maypole using colourful ribbons 
to make a Barbers Pole, Spiderweb or weave a 
colourful pattern.

11:00am 
Face Painting with Izzzy.

1:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to go a 
little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes alive in this 
kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 100% animal-free 
fun and fact-filled* act full of outback oddities. 
*Facts may only be mostly accurate

3:00pm
Mikelangelo on his Too Small Chair. Come to sing 
and dance along with Mikelangelo as he drops some 
bangers for small humans from his too small chair. 

4:00pm 
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or 
explore textures with a clay impression to take home.

5:00pm 
Board Games and Chill. Come and join in on some 
boardgames suitable for all ages. 

SUNDAY 
8:30am  
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and 
contribute to our cardboard collective creation or 
help add your own flair to our collaborative art piece, 
Contours of the Creek. Art and craft supplies for free play 
and creation are also on hand throughout the day.

9:30am
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or explore 
textures with a clay impression to take home. 

10:30am
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring 
garland from locally picked ivy and flowers to 
wear for the weekend.

11:00am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her 
musicians to dance the maypole using 
colourful ribbons to make a Barbers Pole, 
Spiderweb or weave a colourful pattern.

11:30pm
Face Painting with Izzy . 

12:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to 
go a little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes 
alive in this kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 
100% animal-free fun and fact-filled* act full 
of outback oddities. *Facts may only be mostly 
accurate.

2:00pm
Loose Parts Play and Create. Bring your 
appetite for messing about with recycled 
materials to build, craft and create 
masterpieces to take home. 

IN THE WASTE TENT

SATURDAY
1:00pm 
Gerry Gillespie: Making inoculant products at home 
for your compost, garden and toilet. An explanation 
the use of this readily accessible technology to enable 
the most cost-effective use of organic waste in local 
food production systems.

2:15pm 
Martin Royds: City to Soil on Jillamatong: Following 
on from Gerry, Martin will explain how he uses his 
techniques on a large scale and in a farming setting. 

KIDS FEST

MUSIC WORKSHOPS

In the Hall
SATURDAY
10:15am
FESTIVAL CHOIR: Learn a song with choir conductor Bec 
Taylor in preparation to perform with her and her band 
the Lyrebirds in a follow up show at Pete’s Lounge. 

11:45am
ANDU-CAN-LELE: Beginners/Intermediate Ukulele 
- Unlock the four chords that make up many popular 
songs, as well as strumming patterns, chart-reading, and 
finger-picking. BYO Uke. With Charley Castle.

3:15pm
‘CHOONBACKER’: HOW TO LISTEN OUT FOR CHORD 
CHANGES IN A CELTIC MUSIC SESSION — and provide 
rhythm support with bouzouki, mandolin or guitar. With 
Austral.

4:30pm
TENOR BANJO: Explore the art of playing the tenor 
banjo in Irish traditional music. Maggie will guide 
you through essential techniques, rhythms, and 
ornamentation to elevate your playing and bring a fresh 
perspective to traditional tunes. With Maggie Carty.

SUNDAY
12:00pm
BODY PERCUSSION: Part workshop & part meditation 
on the embodiment of rhythm in your personal creative 
practice. A guided journey that requires no instrument 
while incorporating elemental rhythm studies with body 
percussion (steps, claps, finger snaps) & voice. With 
David Ross MacDonald.

AROUND THE GROUNDS

FRIDAY
SURLY GRIFFIN MORRIS
Rhythm Sticks Workshop: They will bring the sticks and 
the music – all you need is courage to have a go.
Hall — 7:00pm

SATURDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. 
HALL —  8.00AM

OPENING EVENT: Please come to our official welcome, 
hear from our local councillor, meet some of the festival’s 
inspiring volunteers, celebrate some awards, get the low 
down on this year’s program highlights. 
Pete’s — 9:30am

PATTERSONS CURSE:  a tribute.  Join Gerry Gillespie, a 
life-time member of Majors Creek Festival, for a special 
one-off celebratory concert for his brother Peter after 
whom Pete’s Lounge at the Festival is named. Peter died 
ten years back and we thought it time to remind you of 
some of the old Pattersons Curse classics along with a 
few new innovations, or old innovations from the 50s and 
60s, minced lovingly through the ‘folk process’. Gerry will 
be joined on stage by Andrew Saunders and sundry other 
music makers, which could include you! Come along and 
you too can become part of the repartee of the last gasp 
of the Curse.
Pete’s — 9:45am

SURREAL PAPER MASKS WITH FRANK LINDNER
Join Frank Lindner the 2025 STA Majors Artist for 
a creative mask making workshop using paper and 
paint to create an individual mask to wear around the 
festival. Workshop participants will be invited to appear 
in a Frank Lindner original photograph wearing their 
creation. All materials provided.
Hall Veranda —11:00am

POP UP GAELTACHT
An bhfuil aon gaeilge agat?
Pop-in to the Pop-up Gaeltacht to use your cúpla focail. 
All abilities welcome
Bar area — 1:00pm

SONGWRITERS IN THE ROUND
Hosted by the enormously talented and funny Pete 
Denahy, our Songwriters in the Round show will feature 
Heath Cullen, Daniel Champagne, Andrea Kirwin, DINGO 
and Vanessa Jade sharing songs, inspiration and stories.
Main —12:00pm

BUSH DANCE
The Saturday night festival favourite, the family bush 
dance, is back on Saturday night with the wonderful 
Paverty Bush Band.
Hall — 7:30pm

SUNDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. Hall — 8:00am

 MERRY MUSE MORNING:
Come and join the crew from Merry Muse Folk Club 
as they showcase some of Canberra’s best folk talents. 
Sam’s — 9:30am 

BRAIDWOOD DANCE STUDIO DISPLAY
Come and watch and encourage the local kids from the 
Braidwood Dance School while they wow us with their 
dance skills. Pete’s — 9:30am 

AN ECUMENICAL SERVICE TO CELEBRATE MUSIC 
Featuring music by year 9 students of Abbotsleigh School 
in Sydney. Brass & string instruments: 6 voices in harmony: 
together with a 100 year old organ. What better way to 
give thanks for the gift of music & song? All welcome. 
Church — 10:00am

BUNGENDORE YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Their senior quintet will be showcasing an inspiring 
selection of traditional tunes and contemporary 
arrangements. Pete’s — 10:30am

YARNING CIRCLE: 
Come and join Wallabindi, where you will learn her 
reconciliation song and encourage conversations about 
reconciliation and truth telling. Hall — 10:45am

COMMUNAL WEAVING WORKSHOP
Connect with your creativity through mindful making. A 
simple project using willow and flax. Hall Verandah —11am 

THE SUPER AMAZING MYSTERY GUEST (WHO WANTED TO 
STAY  ANONYMOUS) AND THE MAJORS ALL STAR BAND
Head to the pub on Sunday arvo where this surprise 
performer of some notoriety who  wanted to remain 
anonymous will be kicking off the wrap party at the pub on 
Sunday afternoon.  Pub — 2:30pm

YOGA, TAI CHI AND 
ZUMBA

HEART OF YOGA: Sat - Pete’s — 8:00am | Sun —  
Pete’s – 8:00am
Morning Yoga with Cecile Galiazzo. All levels welcome. 
Vinyasa flow and Breath.

TAI CHI: Sun — Sam’s — 8:00am
Original yang style tai chi. Get your Qi flowing with 
William Verdon.

ZUMBA: Sat — Main — 8:30am 
Come and join Jess from South Coast Zumba for a High 
Intensity Interval Dance class – suitable for all regardless 
of your dance experience. It is so much fun and a chance to 
let yourself be free whilst getting some exercise all at once! 

SESSIONS
Sessions are a welcoming place for everyone to sing, 
play and connect. Sheet music provided at times or 
play by ear. All instruments and players of any level 
encouraged and welcome to join in.

FRIDAY 
OLD TIME SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Pub: 6:00pm

IRISH SESSION: With The Butter Trackers. Hall: 8:30pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with the Canberra Shanty Club 
Bar Area: 9:00pm

SATURDAY
BRAIDWOOD FOLK CLUB SESSION: with The 
Braidwood Folk Club. Hall: 1:00pm

IRISH SESSION: with The Butter Trackers. Bar: 3:00pm

THE BIG SING: with The Braidwood Folk Club Hall: 5:45pm

BLUEGRASS SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Bar Area: 8:00pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with Canberra Shanty Club
Hall: 10:30pm

SUNDAY
SLOW SESSION: Traditional Irish tunes played at a 
relaxed pace. With The Butter Trackers
Bar Area: 11:30am

THANK YOU! Majors Creek Festival is an entirely volunteer 
run, not-for-profit community festival and would not be possible 
without our wonderful sponsors, supporters and volunteers.  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
In keeping with the spirit of Reconciliation, Majors Creek Festival  acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners of the land on which we gather and recognise that this has always been a place of teaching, 
learning, music, and art. 
We wish to pay respect to the Elders, past, present, and emerging and acknowledge the important 
role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play in our community.

 

Thanks to ….
Tigre Asha photography
John McVeity Sound 
Majors Creek Hotel
Southern Tablelands Arts
Tony Moore Electrician and his crew
Braidwood FM
Sam’s Caravan
Bruce McCarron and Family
Martin Royds: Jillamatong Braidwood
Anglican Parish of Braidwood
Braidwood SES
Noel Harrington for the ‘Tinnibago Office’
The Braidwood Folk Music Club
The Residents of Majors Creek
Our Billet hosts for generously opening their homes 
And all our wonderful volunteers. We could not do it 
without you! 

Majors Creek Festival Crew: 
Hannah Gillespie – Festival & Creative Director  
Gail Cummins – General Manager & Licensee
Jo Telfer – Volunteer Coordinator
Alfredo la Caprara –Site Operations
Pip Thomson – Kids Festival Coordinator
Vanessa Palmer – Waste Manager 
Steve Junor – Stalls Coordinator
Bonnie Roppola – Shop Manager
Benjamin Addy – Construction Manager
Pearl Junor – Bar Manager 
Kirsten Junor – Site Design / Artist Services
Kym Mogridge – Ticketing Manager
Mick Radojkovic - Web Guru
Rachel Shields – Graphic Design
Janet Barnes – Vollie Catering

Community Bank
Braidwood Major sponsor

Proudly supported by 

November 7–9 2025

Dan Gutteridge and Carly McMahon (2024)
Bruce Harrington, Julie Harrington (2025)

LIFETIME FESTIVAL FRIENDS
Majors Creek Festival acknowledges the hard work and dedication of past committee members 
and volunteers through its Lifetime Festival Friends program. An initiative of our 25th festival 
anniversary celebration in 2018, the committee honour our Lifetime Festival Friends by welcoming 
them to attend Majors each year as our very valuable guests. This year’s worthy recipients are 
Bruce and Julie Harrington.
Sue Rendell, Alison Smith (2018),  
Arthur Baker, Gordon Pritchard (2019),  
Gerry Gillespie and Judy Knowles (2023).

Don’t forget to check out the exhibition of local artists in the hall, 
featuring landscape painter Kate Curruthers, Blake Prize finalist 
Ray Monde and Majors Creek’s own Zoe Brand. !



Located at the centre of the festival, the Kids Fest is 
a vibrant and colourful hub, somewhere to play, build 
and create. Join a workshop and make something 
to take home. Find a quiet space to read a book or 
play a game, get your face painted or contribute to 
our communal art and craft pieces. There’s always 
something to do in the kid’s tent. Children under 
the age of 12 should always be in the care of a 
responsible adult.

Keep an eye out on other stages for  
concerts especially for kids too! 

FRIDAY  
5:00pm
Kids Fest Kick-off. Start your festival with some creative 
cardboard construction or come and chill out with some 
boardgames or some loose parts play.

SATURDAY 
8:00am
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and contribute to 
our cardboard collective creation or help add your own flair 
to our collaborative art piece, Contours of the Creek.  
Art and craft supplies for free play and creation are also 
on hand throughout the day.

9:00am  
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring garland from 
locally picked ivy and flowers to wear for the weekend.

9:30am 
The Wild Martinis (Sam’s Caravan). The Wild Martinis 
are four bonus siblings from Candelo. They grew up in a 
musical share house with musical chairs, musical parents 
and musical instruments. They have developed a reputation 
for sorting 100s & 1000s, sliding down staircases, bush 
dancing, and impressing their awe-struck parents, extended 
family and pets with their music. Catch them being eaten by 
boa constrictors, washing their faces with orange juice and 
teaching the heel and toe polka.

10:30am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her musicians 
to dance the maypole using colourful ribbons 
to make a Barbers Pole, Spiderweb or weave a 
colourful pattern.

11:00am 
Face Painting with Izzzy.

1:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to go a 
little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes alive in this 
kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 100% animal-free 
fun and fact-filled* act full of outback oddities. 
*Facts may only be mostly accurate

3:00pm
Mikelangelo on his Too Small Chair. Come to sing 
and dance along with Mikelangelo as he drops some 
bangers for small humans from his too small chair. 

4:00pm 
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or 
explore textures with a clay impression to take home.

5:00pm 
Board Games and Chill. Come and join in on some 
boardgames suitable for all ages. 

SUNDAY 
8:30am  
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and 
contribute to our cardboard collective creation or 
help add your own flair to our collaborative art piece, 
Contours of the Creek. Art and craft supplies for free play 
and creation are also on hand throughout the day.

9:30am
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or explore 
textures with a clay impression to take home. 

10:30am
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring 
garland from locally picked ivy and flowers to 
wear for the weekend.

11:00am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her 
musicians to dance the maypole using 
colourful ribbons to make a Barbers Pole, 
Spiderweb or weave a colourful pattern.

11:30pm
Face Painting with Izzy . 

12:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to 
go a little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes 
alive in this kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 
100% animal-free fun and fact-filled* act full 
of outback oddities. *Facts may only be mostly 
accurate.

2:00pm
Loose Parts Play and Create. Bring your 
appetite for messing about with recycled 
materials to build, craft and create 
masterpieces to take home. 

IN THE WASTE TENT

SATURDAY
1:00pm 
Gerry Gillespie: Making inoculant products at home 
for your compost, garden and toilet. An explanation 
the use of this readily accessible technology to enable 
the most cost-effective use of organic waste in local 
food production systems.

2:15pm 
Martin Royds: City to Soil on Jillamatong: Following 
on from Gerry, Martin will explain how he uses his 
techniques on a large scale and in a farming setting. 

KIDSFEST

MUSIC WORKSHOPS

In the Hall
SATURDAY
10:15am
FESTIVAL CHOIR: Learn a song with choir conductor Bec 
Taylor in preparation to perform with her and her band 
the Lyrebirds in a follow up show at Pete’s Lounge. 

11:45am
ANDU-CAN-LELE: Beginners/Intermediate Ukulele 
- Unlock the four chords that make up many popular 
songs, as well as strumming patterns, chart-reading, and 
finger-picking. BYO Uke. With Charley Castle.

3:15pm
‘CHOONBACKER’: HOW TO LISTEN OUT FOR CHORD 
CHANGES IN A CELTIC MUSIC SESSION — and provide 
rhythm support with bouzouki, mandolin or guitar. With 
Austral.

4:30pm
TENOR BANJO: Explore the art of playing the tenor 
banjo in Irish traditional music. Maggie will guide 
you through essential techniques, rhythms, and 
ornamentation to elevate your playing and bring a fresh 
perspective to traditional tunes. With Maggie Carty.

SUNDAY
12:00pm
BODY PERCUSSION: Part workshop & part meditation 
on the embodiment of rhythm in your personal creative 
practice. A guided journey that requires no instrument 
while incorporating elemental rhythm studies with body 
percussion (steps, claps, finger snaps) & voice. With 
David Ross MacDonald.

AROUND THE GROUNDS

FRIDAY
SURLY GRIFFIN MORRIS
Rhythm Sticks Workshop: They will bring the sticks and 
the music – all you need is courage to have a go.
Hall — 7:00pm

SATURDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. 
HALL —  8.00AM

OPENING EVENT: Please come to our official welcome, 
hear from our local councillor, meet some of the festival’s 
inspiring volunteers, celebrate some awards, get the low 
down on this year’s program highlights. 
Pete’s — 9:30am

PATTERSONS CURSE:  a tribute.  Join Gerry Gillespie, a 
life-time member of Majors Creek Festival, for a special 
one-off celebratory concert for his brother Peter after 
whom Pete’s Lounge at the Festival is named. Peter died 
ten years back and we thought it time to remind you of 
some of the old Pattersons Curse classics along with a 
few new innovations, or old innovations from the 50s and 
60s, minced lovingly through the ‘folk process’. Gerry will 
be joined on stage by Andrew Saunders and sundry other 
music makers, which could include you! Come along and 
you too can become part of the repartee of the last gasp 
of the Curse.
Pete’s — 9:45am

SURREAL PAPER MASKS WITH FRANK LINDNER
Join Frank Lindner the 2025 STA Majors Artist for 
a creative mask making workshop using paper and 
paint to create an individual mask to wear around the 
festival. Workshop participants will be invited to appear 
in a Frank Lindner original photograph wearing their 
creation. All materials provided.
Hall Veranda —11:00am

POP UP GAELTACHT
An bhfuil aon gaeilge agat?
Pop-in to the Pop-up Gaeltacht to use your cúpla focail. 
All abilities welcome
Bar area — 1:00pm

SONGWRITERS IN THE ROUND
Hosted by the enormously talented and funny Pete 
Denahy, our Songwriters in the Round show will feature 
Heath Cullen, Daniel Champagne, Andrea Kirwin, DINGO 
and Vanessa Jade sharing songs, inspiration and stories.
Main —12:00pm

BUSH DANCE
The Saturday night festival favourite, the family bush 
dance, is back on Saturday night with the wonderful 
Paverty Bush Band.
Hall — 7:30pm

SUNDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. Hall — 8:00am

 MERRY MUSE MORNING:
Come and join the crew from Merry Muse Folk Club 
as they showcase some of Canberra’s best folk talents. 
Sam’s — 9:30am 

BRAIDWOOD DANCE STUDIO DISPLAY
Come and watch and encourage the local kids from the 
Braidwood Dance School while they wow us with their 
dance skills. Pete’s — 9:30am 

AN ECUMENICAL SERVICE TO CELEBRATE MUSIC 
Featuring music by year 9 students of Abbotsleigh School 
in Sydney. Brass & string instruments: 6 voices in harmony: 
together with a 100 year old organ. What better way to 
give thanks for the gift of music & song? All welcome. 
Church — 10:00am

BUNGENDORE YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Their senior quintet will be showcasing an inspiring 
selection of traditional tunes and contemporary 
arrangements. Pete’s — 10:30am

YARNING CIRCLE: 
Come and join Wallabindi, where you will learn her 
reconciliation song and encourage conversations about 
reconciliation and truth telling. Hall — 10:45am

COMMUNAL WEAVING WORKSHOP
Connect with your creativity through mindful making. A 
simple project using willow and flax. Hall Verandah —11am 

THE SUPER AMAZING MYSTERY GUEST (WHO WANTED TO 
STAY  ANONYMOUS) AND THE MAJORS ALL STAR BAND
Head to the pub on Sunday arvo where this surprise 
performer of some notoriety who  wanted to remain 
anonymous will be kicking off the wrap party at the pub on 
Sunday afternoon.  Pub — 2:30pm

YOGA, TAI CHI AND 
ZUMBA

HEART OF YOGA: Sat - Pete’s — 8:00am | Sun —  
Pete’s – 8:00am
Morning Yoga with Cecile Galiazzo. All levels welcome. 
Vinyasa flow and Breath.

TAI CHI: Sun — Sam’s — 8:00am
Original yang style tai chi. Get your Qi flowing with 
William Verdon.

ZUMBA: Sat — Main — 8:30am 
Come and join Jess from South Coast Zumba for a High 
Intensity Interval Dance class – suitable for all regardless 
of your dance experience. It is so much fun and a chance to 
let yourself be free whilst getting some exercise all at once! 

SESSIONS
Sessions are a welcoming place for everyone to sing, 
play and connect. Sheet music provided at times or 
play by ear. All instruments and players of any level 
encouraged and welcome to join in.

FRIDAY 
OLD TIME SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Pub: 6:00pm

IRISH SESSION: With The Butter Trackers. Hall: 8:30pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with the Canberra Shanty Club 
Bar Area: 9:00pm

SATURDAY
BRAIDWOOD FOLK CLUB SESSION: with The 
Braidwood Folk Club. Hall: 1:00pm

IRISH SESSION: with The Butter Trackers. Bar: 3:00pm

THE BIG SING: with The Braidwood Folk Club Hall: 5:45pm

BLUEGRASS SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Bar Area: 8:00pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with Canberra Shanty Club
Hall: 10:30pm

SUNDAY
SLOW SESSION: Traditional Irish tunes played at a 
relaxed pace. With The Butter Trackers
Bar Area: 11:30am

THANK YOU! Majors Creek Festival is an entirely volunteer 
run, not-for-profit community festival and would not be possible 
without our wonderful sponsors, supporters and volunteers.  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
In keeping with the spirit of Reconciliation, Majors Creek Festival  acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners of the land on which we gather and recognise that this has always been a place of teaching, 
learning, music, and art. 
We wish to pay respect to the Elders, past, present, and emerging and acknowledge the important 
role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play in our community.

 

Thanks to ….
Tigre Asha photography
John McVeity Sound 
Majors Creek Hotel
Southern Tablelands Arts
Tony Moore Electrician and his crew
Braidwood FM
Sam’s Caravan
Bruce McCarron and Family
Martin Royds: Jillamatong Braidwood
Anglican Parish of Braidwood
Braidwood SES
Noel Harrington for the ‘Tinnibago Office’
The Braidwood Folk Music Club
The Residents of Majors Creek
Our Billet hosts for generously opening their homes 
And all our wonderful volunteers. We could not do it 
without you! 

Majors Creek Festival Crew: 
Hannah Gillespie – Festival & Creative Director  
Gail Cummins – General Manager & Licensee
Jo Telfer – Volunteer Coordinator
Alfredo la Caprara –Site Operations
Pip Thomson – Kids Festival Coordinator
Vanessa Palmer – Waste Manager 
Steve Junor – Stalls Coordinator
Bonnie Roppola – Shop Manager
Benjamin Addy – Construction Manager
Pearl Junor – Bar Manager 
Kirsten Junor – Site Design / Artist Services
Kym Mogridge – Ticketing Manager
Mick Radojkovic - Web Guru
Rachel Shields – Graphic Design
Janet Barnes – Vollie Catering

Community Bank
BraidwoodMajor sponsor

Proudly supported by 

November 7–9 2025

Dan Gutteridge and Carly McMahon (2024)
Bruce Harrington, Julie Harrington (2025)

LIFETIME FESTIVAL FRIENDS
Majors Creek Festival acknowledges the hard work and dedication of past committee members 
and volunteers through its Lifetime Festival Friends program. An initiative of our 25th festival 
anniversary celebration in 2018, the committee honour our Lifetime Festival Friends by welcoming 
them to attend Majors each year as our very valuable guests. This year’s worthy recipients are 
Bruce and Julie Harrington.
Sue Rendell, Alison Smith (2018),  
Arthur Baker, Gordon Pritchard (2019),  
Gerry Gillespie and Judy Knowles (2023).

Don’t forget to check out the exhibition of local artists in the hall, 
featuring landscape painter Kate Curruthers, Blake Prize finalist 
Ray Monde and Majors Creek’s own Zoe Brand.!



Located at the centre of the festival, the Kids Fest is 
a vibrant and colourful hub, somewhere to play, build 
and create. Join a workshop and make something 
to take home. Find a quiet space to read a book or 
play a game, get your face painted or contribute to 
our communal art and craft pieces. There’s always 
something to do in the kid’s tent. Children under 
the age of 12 should always be in the care of a 
responsible adult.

Keep an eye out on other stages for  
concerts especially for kids too! 

FRIDAY  
5:00pm
Kids Fest Kick-off. Start your festival with some creative 
cardboard construction or come and chill out with some 
boardgames or some loose parts play.

SATURDAY 
8:00am
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and contribute to 
our cardboard collective creation or help add your own flair
to our collaborative art piece, Contours of the Creek.  
Art and craft supplies for free play and creation are also
on hand throughout the day.

9:00am  
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring garland from 
locally picked ivy and flowers to wear for the weekend.

9:30am 
The Wild Martinis (Sam’s Caravan). The Wild Martinis 
are four bonus siblings from Candelo. They grew up in a 
musical share house with musical chairs, musical parents 
and musical instruments. They have developed a reputation 
for sorting 100s & 1000s, sliding down staircases, bush 
dancing, and impressing their awe-struck parents, extended 
family and pets with their music. Catch them being eaten by 
boa constrictors, washing their faces with orange juice and 
teaching the heel and toe polka.

10:30am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her musicians 
to dance the maypole using colourful ribbons 
to make a Barbers Pole, Spiderweb or weave a 
colourful pattern.

11:00am 
Face Painting with Izzzy.

1:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to go a 
little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes alive in this 
kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 100% animal-free 
fun and fact-filled* act full of outback oddities. 
*Facts may only be mostly accurate

3:00pm
Mikelangelo on his Too Small Chair. Come to sing 
and dance along with Mikelangelo as he drops some
bangers for small humans from his too small chair. 

4:00pm 
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or 
explore textures with a clay impression to take home.

5:00pm 
Board Games and Chill. Come and join in on some 
boardgames suitable for all ages. 

SUNDAY 
8:30am  
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and 
contribute to our cardboard collective creation or 
help add your own flair to our collaborative art piece, 
Contours of the Creek. Art and craft supplies for free play
and creation are also on hand throughout the day.

9:30am
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or explore
textures with a clay impression to take home. 

10:30am
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring 
garland from locally picked ivy and flowers to 
wear for the weekend.

11:00am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her 
musicians to dance the maypole using 
colourful ribbons to make a Barbers Pole, 
Spiderweb or weave a colourful pattern.

11:30pm
Face Painting with Izzy . 

12:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to 
go a little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes 
alive in this kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 
100% animal-free fun and fact-filled* act full 
of outback oddities. *Facts may only be mostly 
accurate.

2:00pm
Loose Parts Play and Create. Bring your 
appetite for messing about with recycled 
materials to build, craft and create 
masterpieces to take home. 

IN THE WASTE TENT

SATURDAY
1:00pm 
Gerry Gillespie: Making inoculant products at home 
for your compost, garden and toilet. An explanation 
the use of this readily accessible technology to enable 
the most cost-effective use of organic waste in local 
food production systems.

2:15pm 
Martin Royds: City to Soil on Jillamatong: Following 
on from Gerry, Martin will explain how he uses his 
techniques on a large scale and in a farming setting. 

KIDSFEST

MUSIC WORKSHOPS

In the Hall
SATURDAY
10:15am
FESTIVAL CHOIR: Learn a song with choir conductor Bec
Taylor in preparation to perform with her and her band 
the Lyrebirds in a follow up show at Pete’s Lounge. 

11:45am
ANDU-CAN-LELE: Beginners/Intermediate Ukulele 
- Unlock the four chords that make up many popular 
songs, as well as strumming patterns, chart-reading, and 
finger-picking. BYO Uke. With Charley Castle.

3:15pm
‘CHOONBACKER’: HOW TO LISTEN OUT FOR CHORD 
CHANGES IN A CELTIC MUSIC SESSION — and provide 
rhythm support with bouzouki, mandolin or guitar. With 
Austral.

4:30pm
TENOR BANJO: Explore the art of playing the tenor 
banjo in Irish traditional music. Maggie will guide 
you through essential techniques, rhythms, and 
ornamentation to elevate your playing and bring a fresh 
perspective to traditional tunes. With Maggie Carty.

SUNDAY
12:00pm
BODY PERCUSSION: Part workshop & part meditation 
on the embodiment of rhythm in your personal creative 
practice. A guided journey that requires no instrument 
while incorporating elemental rhythm studies with body 
percussion (steps, claps, finger snaps) & voice. With 
David Ross MacDonald.

AROUND THE GROUNDS

FRIDAY
SURLY GRIFFIN MORRIS
Rhythm Sticks Workshop: They will bring the sticks and 
the music – all you need is courage to have a go.
Hall — 7:00pm

SATURDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. 
HALL —  8.00AM

OPENING EVENT: Please come to our official welcome, 
hear from our local councillor, meet some of the festival’s 
inspiring volunteers, celebrate some awards, get the low 
down on this year’s program highlights. 
Pete’s — 9:30am

PATTERSONS CURSE:  a tribute.  Join Gerry Gillespie, a 
life-time member of Majors Creek Festival, for a special 
one-off celebratory concert for his brother Peter after 
whom Pete’s Lounge at the Festival is named. Peter died 
ten years back and we thought it time to remind you of 
some of the old Pattersons Curse classics along with a 
few new innovations, or old innovations from the 50s and 
60s, minced lovingly through the ‘folk process’. Gerry will 
be joined on stage by Andrew Saunders and sundry other 
music makers, which could include you! Come along and 
you too can become part of the repartee of the last gasp 
of the Curse.
Pete’s — 9:45am

SURREAL PAPER MASKS WITH FRANK LINDNER
Join Frank Lindner the 2025 STA Majors Artist for 
a creative mask making workshop using paper and 
paint to create an individual mask to wear around the 
festival. Workshop participants will be invited to appear 
in a Frank Lindner original photograph wearing their 
creation. All materials provided.
Hall Veranda —11:00am

POP UP GAELTACHT
An bhfuil aon gaeilge agat?
Pop-in to the Pop-up Gaeltacht to use your cúpla focail. 
All abilities welcome
Bar area — 1:00pm

SONGWRITERS IN THE ROUND
Hosted by the enormously talented and funny Pete 
Denahy, our Songwriters in the Round show will feature 
Heath Cullen, Daniel Champagne, Andrea Kirwin, DINGO 
and Vanessa Jade sharing songs, inspiration and stories.
Main —12:00pm

BUSH DANCE
The Saturday night festival favourite, the family bush 
dance, is back on Saturday night with the wonderful 
Paverty Bush Band.
Hall — 7:30pm

SUNDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. Hall — 8:00am

 MERRY MUSE MORNING:
Come and join the crew from Merry Muse Folk Club 
as they showcase some of Canberra’s best folk talents. 
Sam’s — 9:30am 

BRAIDWOOD DANCE STUDIO DISPLAY
Come and watch and encourage the local kids from the 
Braidwood Dance School while they wow us with their 
dance skills. Pete’s — 9:30am 

AN ECUMENICAL SERVICE TO CELEBRATE MUSIC 
Featuring music by year 9 students of Abbotsleigh School 
in Sydney. Brass & string instruments: 6 voices in harmony: 
together with a 100 year old organ. What better way to 
give thanks for the gift of music & song? All welcome. 
Church — 10:00am

BUNGENDORE YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Their senior quintet will be showcasing an inspiring 
selection of traditional tunes and contemporary 
arrangements. Pete’s — 10:30am

YARNING CIRCLE: 
Come and join Wallabindi, where you will learn her 
reconciliation song and encourage conversations about 
reconciliation and truth telling. Hall — 10:45am

COMMUNAL WEAVING WORKSHOP
Connect with your creativity through mindful making. A 
simple project using willow and flax. Hall Verandah —11am 

THE SUPER AMAZING MYSTERY GUEST (WHO WANTED TO 
STAY  ANONYMOUS) AND THE MAJORS ALL STAR BAND
Head to the pub on Sunday arvo where this surprise 
performer of some notoriety who  wanted to remain 
anonymous will be kicking off the wrap party at the pub on 
Sunday afternoon.  Pub — 2:30pm

YOGA, TAI CHI AND 
ZUMBA

HEART OF YOGA: Sat - Pete’s — 8:00am | Sun —  
Pete’s – 8:00am
Morning Yoga with Cecile Galiazzo. All levels welcome. 
Vinyasa flow and Breath.

TAI CHI: Sun — Sam’s — 8:00am
Original yang style tai chi. Get your Qi flowing with 
William Verdon.

ZUMBA: Sat — Main — 8:30am 
Come and join Jess from South Coast Zumba for a High 
Intensity Interval Dance class – suitable for all regardless 
of your dance experience. It is so much fun and a chance to 
let yourself be free whilst getting some exercise all at once! 

SESSIONS
Sessions are a welcoming place for everyone to sing, 
play and connect. Sheet music provided at times or 
play by ear. All instruments and players of any level 
encouraged and welcome to join in.

FRIDAY 
OLD TIME SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Pub: 6:00pm

IRISH SESSION: With The Butter Trackers. Hall: 8:30pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with the Canberra Shanty Club 
Bar Area: 9:00pm

SATURDAY
BRAIDWOOD FOLK CLUB SESSION: with The 
Braidwood Folk Club. Hall: 1:00pm

IRISH SESSION: with The Butter Trackers. Bar: 3:00pm

THE BIG SING: with The Braidwood Folk Club Hall: 5:45pm

BLUEGRASS SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Bar Area: 8:00pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with Canberra Shanty Club
Hall: 10:30pm

SUNDAY
SLOW SESSION: Traditional Irish tunes played at a 
relaxed pace. With The Butter Trackers
Bar Area: 11:30am

THANK YOU! Majors Creek Festival is an entirely volunteer 
run, not-for-profit community festival and would not be possible 
without our wonderful sponsors, supporters and volunteers. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
In keeping with the spirit of Reconciliation, Majors Creek Festival  acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners of the land on which we gather and recognise that this has always been a place of teaching, 
learning, music, and art. 
We wish to pay respect to the Elders, past, present, and emerging and acknowledge the important 
role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play in our community.

Thanks to ….
Tigre Asha photography
John McVeity Sound 
Majors Creek Hotel
Southern Tablelands Arts
Tony Moore Electrician and his crew
Braidwood FM
Sam’s Caravan
Bruce McCarron and Family
Martin Royds: Jillamatong Braidwood
Anglican Parish of Braidwood
Braidwood SES
Noel Harrington for the ‘Tinnibago Office’
The Braidwood Folk Music Club
The Residents of Majors Creek
Our Billet hosts for generously opening their homes 
And all our wonderful volunteers. We could not do it 
without you! 

Majors Creek Festival Crew: 
Hannah Gillespie – Festival & Creative Director
Gail Cummins – General Manager & Licensee
Jo Telfer – Volunteer Coordinator
Alfredo la Caprara –Site Operations
Pip Thomson – Kids Festival Coordinator
Vanessa Palmer – Waste Manager
Steve Junor – Stalls Coordinator
Bonnie Roppola – Shop Manager
Benjamin Addy – Construction Manager
Pearl Junor – Bar Manager
Kirsten Junor – Site Design / Artist Services
Kym Mogridge – Ticketing Manager
Mick Radojkovic - Web Guru
Rachel Shields – Graphic Design
Janet Barnes – Vollie Catering

Community Bank
BraidwoodMajor sponsor

Proudly supported by 

November 7–9 2025

Dan Gutteridge and Carly McMahon (2024)
Bruce Harrington, Julie Harrington (2025)

LIFETIME FESTIVAL FRIENDS
Majors Creek Festival acknowledges the hard work and dedication of past committee members 
and volunteers through its Lifetime Festival Friends program. An initiative of our 25th festival 
anniversary celebration in 2018, the committee honour our Lifetime Festival Friends by welcoming 
them to attend Majors each year as our very valuable guests. This year’s worthy recipients are 
Bruce and Julie Harrington.
Sue Rendell, Alison Smith (2018), 
Arthur Baker, Gordon Pritchard (2019),  
Gerry Gillespie and Judy Knowles (2023).

Don’t forget to check out the exhibition of local artists in the hall, 
featuring landscape painter Kate Curruthers, Blake Prize finalist 
Ray Monde and Majors Creek’s own Zoe Brand.!



Main Stage Petes 
Lounge Church Hall Pub Sam’s  

Caravan

8.00am

HEART OF YOGA
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM POET’S  
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8:00 AM –  
10:00 AM

TAI CHI
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM

8.15am

8.30am

8.45am

9.00am

9.15am

9.30am
BRAIDWOOD 

DANCE STUDIO
9:30 AM – 10:15 AM
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9:30 AM –  
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10.00am PATTERSON’S 
CURSE - GERRY 
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MAGGIE CARTY
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2.30pm MYSTERY GUEST & 
THE MAJORS ALL 

STAR BAND
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3.45pm

4.00pm MIDNIGHT  
CHICKEN

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM
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5.00pm

5.30pm THE FOUR 
SCOOPS 
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6.00pm
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7.00pm CHARLIE CASTLE 
& THE BOYS IN 

THE WELL 
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7.30pm

8.00pm

Main Stage Petes Lounge Hall Pub Sam’s  
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9:00 PM – 10:30 PM

9.15pm

9.30pm
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9:30 PM – 10:30 PM

9.45pm

10.00pm CHARLEY CASTLE 
& THE BOYS IN 

THE WELL 
10:00 PM – 11:00 PM

10.15pm

10.30pm

10.45pm

11.00pm MIDNIGHT 
CHICKEN

11:00 PM  –  12:00 AM
11.15pm

11.30pm

FRIDAY

SUNDAY

Main Stage Petes 
Lounge Church Hall Pub Sam’s  

Caravan
8.00am

HEART OF YOGA
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM POETS 

BREAKFAST
8:00 AM –  
10:00 AM

8.15am

8.30am

ZUMBA
8:30 AM – 9:30 AM

8.45am

9.00am

9.15am

9.30am
OFFICIAL OPENING
9:30 AM – 9:45 AM

THE WILD  
MARTINIS

9:30 AM –  
10:15 AM

9.45am PATTERSONS 
CURSE — GERRY 

GILLESPIE
9:45 AM – 10:30 AM

10.00am

10.15am

FESTIVAL 
CHOIR

10:15 AM –  
11:30 AM

10.30am

HUMBUG
10:30 AM –  
11:30 AM

YOUTH  
BLACKBOARD

10:30 AM –   
11:30 AM

10.45am

CELTIC FOLK
10:45 AM – 
11.45:PM

11.00am WALLABINDI
11:00 AM –   
11:45 AM

11.15am

11.30am

11.45am ANDU-CAN-LELE: 
BEGINNERS 

UKELELE
11:45 AM –  
12:45 PM

MAGGIE 
CARTY

12.00pm

SONGWRITERS 
IN THE ROUND

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

12.15pm

BEC TAYLOR & 
THE LYREBIRDS
12:15 PM – 1:15 PM

ANDREW  
COLLINS DUO

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM

12.30pm  
CANBERRA 

SHANTY CLUB
12:30 PM 
–1.30PM

12.45pm

1.00pm

BRAIDWOOD 
FOLK CLUB  

SESSION
1:00 PM –  
2:30 PM

THE WATER 
RUNNERS

1:00 PM –  
2:00 PM

1.15pm
THE WEEPING 

WILLOWS
1:15 PM – 2:15 PM

1.30pm

LILY MORRIS
1:30 PM – 2:00 PM

THOSE FOLK
1:30 PM –  
2:30 PM

1.45pm

BLACKBOARD
1:45 PM – 
 3:15 PM

2.00pm

2.15pm MORANZ AND 
FREMLIN
2:15 PM –  
3:15 PM

2.30pm

PETE DENAHY
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM

2.45pm DAVID ROSS-
MACDONALD

2:45 PM –  
3:45 PM

3.00pm

VANESSA JADE
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

3.15pm
CHOONBACKER - 

AUSTRAL
3:15 PM –  
4:15 PM

3.30pm SURLY GRIFFIN-
MORRIS DISPLAY

3:30 PM –   
4:00 PM

WALLABINDI
3:30 PM –   
4:30 PM

3.45pm

4.00pm

THOSE FOLK
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM

4.15pm

4.30pm FELICITY  
URQUHART& 

JOSH  
CUNNINGHAM
4:30 PM – 5:30 PM

TENOR BANJO –
MAGGIE CARTY

4:30 PM –  
5:30 PM BLACKBOARD

4:15 PM –  
6:30 PM

4.45pm

ANDREA KIRWIN & 
CLAIRE EVELYNN

4:45 PM –  
5:45 PM

5.00pm

5.15pm

5.30pm ENDA KENNY 
(WITH DAVE 

O’NEILL)
5:30 PM – 6:30 PM

5.45pm

BIG SING WITH 
BRAIDWOO FOLK 

5:45 PM –  
7:00 PM

6.00pm

DINGO
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM

LILY MORRIS
6:00 PM –  
7:00 PM

6.15pm

6.30pm

6.45pm

7.00pm
DANIEL  

CHAMPAGNE
7:00 PM – 8:00 PM

7.15 pm THE WEEPING 
WILLOWS

7:15 PM –  
8:15 PM

7.30pm
KEVIN WELCH & 
HEATH CULLEN
7:30 PM – 8:30 PM

BUSH DANCE
7:30 PM –  
9:45 PM

7.45pm

8.00pm

8.15pm

8.30pm
THE WATER 
RUNNERS

8:30 PM – 9:30 PM
BLACKBOARD

8:30 PM –  
10:00 PM

8.45pm

9.00pm
ANDREW  

COLLINS DUO
9:00 PM – 10:00 PM

9.15pm

9.30pm

9.45pm

10.00pm DOM TURNER 
& THE RURAL 

BLUES PROJECT
10:00 PM –  
11:00 PM

10.15pm

10.30pm
THE FOUR 
SCOOPS
10:30 PM –  
11:30 PM

 
CANBERRA 

SHANTY CLUB
10:30 PM –  
11:30 PM

10.45pm

11.00pm

11.15pm

11.30pm

AUSTRAL
11:30 PM –  
12:30 AM

11.45pm

12.00am

12.15am

12.30am

SATURDAY

 

Scan here for more  
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BLACKBOARD CONCERTS

Blackboard concerts provide a space 
for all-comers to share their talents. 
Come and hear special off-the-cuff 
performances and discover some hidden 
gems. Got a song in your system you need 
to share with the world? If you'd like to 
perform, see the team at either the Pub or 
Sam’s Caravan stage to sign up! Check out 
the program grid for blackboard operating 
times and keep and eye out for the session 
especially for youths on Saturday morning 
at Sam’s!

WRAP PARTY AT 
THE PUB

To party on as the 
festival winds up at the 
main site, head down to 
the Majors Creek Pub for 
a BBQ and musical feast 
– well worth staying that 
extra night!



Located at the centre of the festival, the Kids Fest is 
a vibrant and colourful hub, somewhere to play, build 
and create. Join a workshop and make something 
to take home. Find a quiet space to read a book or 
play a game, get your face painted or contribute to 
our communal art and craft pieces. There’s always 
something to do in the kid’s tent. Children under 
the age of 12 should always be in the care of a 
responsible adult.

Keep an eye out on other stages for  
concerts especially for kids too! 

FRIDAY  
5:00pm
Kids Fest Kick-off. Start your festival with some creative 
cardboard construction or come and chill out with some 
boardgames or some loose parts play.

SATURDAY 
8:00am
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and contribute to 
our cardboard collective creation or help add your own flair 
to our collaborative art piece, Contours of the Creek.  
Art and craft supplies for free play and creation are also 
on hand throughout the day.

9:00am  
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring garland from 
locally picked ivy and flowers to wear for the weekend.

9:30am 
The Wild Martinis (Sam’s Caravan). The Wild Martinis 
are four bonus siblings from Candelo. They grew up in a 
musical share house with musical chairs, musical parents 
and musical instruments. They have developed a reputation 
for sorting 100s & 1000s, sliding down staircases, bush 
dancing, and impressing their awe-struck parents, extended 
family and pets with their music. Catch them being eaten by 
boa constrictors, washing their faces with orange juice and 
teaching the heel and toe polka.

10:30am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her musicians 
to dance the maypole using colourful ribbons 
to make a Barbers Pole, Spiderweb or weave a 
colourful pattern.

11:00am 
Face Painting with Izzzy.

1:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to go a 
little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes alive in this 
kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 100% animal-free 
fun and fact-filled* act full of outback oddities. 
*Facts may only be mostly accurate

3:00pm
Mikelangelo on his Too Small Chair. Come to sing 
and dance along with Mikelangelo as he drops some 
bangers for small humans from his too small chair. 

4:00pm 
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or 
explore textures with a clay impression to take home.

5:00pm 
Board Games and Chill. Come and join in on some 
boardgames suitable for all ages. 

SUNDAY 
8:30am  
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and 
contribute to our cardboard collective creation or 
help add your own flair to our collaborative art piece, 
Contours of the Creek. Art and craft supplies for free play 
and creation are also on hand throughout the day.

9:30am
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or explore 
textures with a clay impression to take home. 

10:30am
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring 
garland from locally picked ivy and flowers to 
wear for the weekend.

11:00am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her 
musicians to dance the maypole using 
colourful ribbons to make a Barbers Pole, 
Spiderweb or weave a colourful pattern.

11:30pm
Face Painting with Izzy . 

12:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to 
go a little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes 
alive in this kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 
100% animal-free fun and fact-filled* act full 
of outback oddities. *Facts may only be mostly 
accurate.

2:00pm
Loose Parts Play and Create. Bring your 
appetite for messing about with recycled 
materials to build, craft and create 
masterpieces to take home. 

IN THE WASTE TENT

SATURDAY
1:00pm 
Gerry Gillespie: Making inoculant products at home 
for your compost, garden and toilet. An explanation 
the use of this readily accessible technology to enable 
the most cost-effective use of organic waste in local 
food production systems.

2:15pm 
Martin Royds: City to Soil on Jillamatong: Following 
on from Gerry, Martin will explain how he uses his 
techniques on a large scale and in a farming setting. 

KIDSFEST

MUSIC WORKSHOPS

In the Hall
SATURDAY
10:15am
FESTIVAL CHOIR: Learn a song with choir conductor Bec 
Taylor in preparation to perform with her and her band 
the Lyrebirds in a follow up show at Pete’s Lounge. 

11:45am
ANDU-CAN-LELE: Beginners/Intermediate Ukulele 
- Unlock the four chords that make up many popular 
songs, as well as strumming patterns, chart-reading, and 
finger-picking. BYO Uke. With Charley Castle.

3:15pm
‘CHOONBACKER’: HOW TO LISTEN OUT FOR CHORD 
CHANGES IN A CELTIC MUSIC SESSION — and provide 
rhythm support with bouzouki, mandolin or guitar. With 
Austral.

4:30pm
TENOR BANJO: Explore the art of playing the tenor 
banjo in Irish traditional music. Maggie will guide 
you through essential techniques, rhythms, and 
ornamentation to elevate your playing and bring a fresh 
perspective to traditional tunes. With Maggie Carty.

SUNDAY
12:00pm
BODY PERCUSSION: Part workshop & part meditation 
on the embodiment of rhythm in your personal creative 
practice. A guided journey that requires no instrument 
while incorporating elemental rhythm studies with body 
percussion (steps, claps, finger snaps) & voice. With 
David Ross MacDonald.

AROUND THE GROUNDS

FRIDAY
SURLY GRIFFIN MORRIS
Rhythm Sticks Workshop: They will bring the sticks and 
the music – all you need is courage to have a go.
Hall — 7:00pm

SATURDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. 
HALL —  8.00AM

OPENING EVENT: Please come to our official welcome, 
hear from our local councillor, meet some of the festival’s 
inspiring volunteers, celebrate some awards, get the low 
down on this year’s program highlights. 
Pete’s — 9:30am

PATTERSONS CURSE:  a tribute.  Join Gerry Gillespie, a 
life-time member of Majors Creek Festival, for a special 
one-off celebratory concert for his brother Peter after 
whom Pete’s Lounge at the Festival is named. Peter died 
ten years back and we thought it time to remind you of 
some of the old Pattersons Curse classics along with a 
few new innovations, or old innovations from the 50s and 
60s, minced lovingly through the ‘folk process’. Gerry will 
be joined on stage by Andrew Saunders and sundry other 
music makers, which could include you! Come along and 
you too can become part of the repartee of the last gasp 
of the Curse.
Pete’s — 9:45am

SURREAL PAPER MASKS WITH FRANK LINDNER
Join Frank Lindner the 2025 STA Majors Artist for 
a creative mask making workshop using paper and 
paint to create an individual mask to wear around the 
festival. Workshop participants will be invited to appear 
in a Frank Lindner original photograph wearing their 
creation. All materials provided.
Hall Veranda —11:00am

POP UP GAELTACHT
An bhfuil aon gaeilge agat?
Pop-in to the Pop-up Gaeltacht to use your cúpla focail. 
All abilities welcome
Bar area — 1:00pm

SONGWRITERS IN THE ROUND
Hosted by the enormously talented and funny Pete 
Denahy, our Songwriters in the Round show will feature 
Heath Cullen, Daniel Champagne, Andrea Kirwin, DINGO 
and Vanessa Jade sharing songs, inspiration and stories.
Main —12:00pm

BUSH DANCE
The Saturday night festival favourite, the family bush 
dance, is back on Saturday night with the wonderful 
Paverty Bush Band.
Hall — 7:30pm

SUNDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. Hall — 8:00am

 MERRY MUSE MORNING:
Come and join the crew from Merry Muse Folk Club 
as they showcase some of Canberra’s best folk talents. 
Sam’s — 9:30am 

BRAIDWOOD DANCE STUDIO DISPLAY
Come and watch and encourage the local kids from the 
Braidwood Dance School while they wow us with their 
dance skills. Pete’s — 9:30am 

AN ECUMENICAL SERVICE TO CELEBRATE MUSIC 
Featuring music by year 9 students of Abbotsleigh School 
in Sydney. Brass & string instruments: 6 voices in harmony: 
together with a 100 year old organ. What better way to 
give thanks for the gift of music & song? All welcome. 
Church — 10:00am

BUNGENDORE YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Their senior quintet will be showcasing an inspiring 
selection of traditional tunes and contemporary 
arrangements. Pete’s — 10:30am

YARNING CIRCLE: 
Come and join Wallabindi, where you will learn her 
reconciliation song and encourage conversations about 
reconciliation and truth telling. Hall — 10:45am

COMMUNAL WEAVING WORKSHOP
Connect with your creativity through mindful making. A 
simple project using willow and flax. Hall Verandah —11am 

THE SUPER AMAZING MYSTERY GUEST (WHO WANTED TO 
STAY  ANONYMOUS) AND THE MAJORS ALL STAR BAND
Head to the pub on Sunday arvo where this surprise 
performer of some notoriety who  wanted to remain 
anonymous will be kicking off the wrap party at the pub on 
Sunday afternoon.  Pub — 2:30pm

YOGA, TAI CHI AND 
ZUMBA

HEART OF YOGA: Sat - Pete’s — 8:00am | Sun —  
Pete’s – 8:00am
Morning Yoga with Cecile Galiazzo. All levels welcome. 
Vinyasa flow and Breath.

TAI CHI: Sun — Sam’s — 8:00am
Original yang style tai chi. Get your Qi flowing with 
William Verdon.

ZUMBA: Sat — Main — 8:30am 
Come and join Jess from South Coast Zumba for a High 
Intensity Interval Dance class – suitable for all regardless 
of your dance experience. It is so much fun and a chance to 
let yourself be free whilst getting some exercise all at once! 

SESSIONS
Sessions are a welcoming place for everyone to sing, 
play and connect. Sheet music provided at times or 
play by ear. All instruments and players of any level 
encouraged and welcome to join in.

FRIDAY 
OLD TIME SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Pub: 6:00pm

IRISH SESSION: With The Butter Trackers. Hall: 8:30pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with the Canberra Shanty Club 
Bar Area: 9:00pm

SATURDAY
BRAIDWOOD FOLK CLUB SESSION: with The 
Braidwood Folk Club. Hall: 1:00pm

IRISH SESSION: with The Butter Trackers. Bar: 3:00pm

THE BIG SING: with The Braidwood Folk Club Hall: 5:45pm

BLUEGRASS SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Bar Area: 8:00pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with Canberra Shanty Club
Hall: 10:30pm

SUNDAY
SLOW SESSION: Traditional Irish tunes played at a 
relaxed pace. With The Butter Trackers
Bar Area: 11:30am

THANK YOU! Majors Creek Festival is an entirely volunteer 
run, not-for-profit community festival and would not be possible 
without our wonderful sponsors, supporters and volunteers.  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
In keeping with the spirit of Reconciliation, Majors Creek Festival  acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners of the land on which we gather and recognise that this has always been a place of teaching, 
learning, music, and art. 
We wish to pay respect to the Elders, past, present, and emerging and acknowledge the important 
role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play in our community.

 

Thanks to ….
Tigre Asha photography
John McVeity Sound 
Majors Creek Hotel
Southern Tablelands Arts
Tony Moore Electrician and his crew
Braidwood FM
Sam’s Caravan
Bruce McCarron and Family
Martin Royds: Jillamatong Braidwood
Anglican Parish of Braidwood
Braidwood SES
Noel Harrington for the ‘Tinnibago Office’
The Braidwood Folk Music Club
The Residents of Majors Creek
Our Billet hosts for generously opening their homes 
And all our wonderful volunteers. We could not do it 
without you! 

Majors Creek Festival Crew: 
Hannah Gillespie – Festival & Creative Director  
Gail Cummins – General Manager & Licensee
Jo Telfer – Volunteer Coordinator
Alfredo la Caprara –Site Operations
Pip Thomson – Kids Festival Coordinator
Vanessa Palmer – Waste Manager 
Steve Junor – Stalls Coordinator
Bonnie Roppola – Shop Manager
Benjamin Addy – Construction Manager
Pearl Junor – Bar Manager 
Kirsten Junor – Site Design / Artist Services
Kym Mogridge – Ticketing Manager
Mick Radojkovic - Web Guru
Rachel Shields – Graphic Design
Janet Barnes – Vollie Catering

Community Bank
BraidwoodMajor sponsor

Proudly supported by 

November 7–9 2025

Dan Gutteridge and Carly McMahon (2024)
Bruce Harrington, Julie Harrington (2025)

LIFETIME FESTIVAL FRIENDS
Majors Creek Festival acknowledges the hard work and dedication of past committee members 
and volunteers through its Lifetime Festival Friends program. An initiative of our 25th festival 
anniversary celebration in 2018, the committee honour our Lifetime Festival Friends by welcoming 
them to attend Majors each year as our very valuable guests. This year’s worthy recipients are 
Bruce and Julie Harrington.
Sue Rendell, Alison Smith (2018),  
Arthur Baker, Gordon Pritchard (2019),  
Gerry Gillespie and Judy Knowles (2023).

Don’t forget to check out the exhibition of local artists in the hall, 
featuring landscape painter Kate Curruthers, Blake Prize finalist 
Ray Monde and Majors Creek’s own Zoe Brand.!



Located at the centre of the festival, the Kids Fest is 
a vibrant and colourful hub, somewhere to play, build 
and create. Join a workshop and make something 
to take home. Find a quiet space to read a book or 
play a game, get your face painted or contribute to 
our communal art and craft pieces. There’s always 
something to do in the kid’s tent. Children under 
the age of 12 should always be in the care of a 
responsible adult.

Keep an eye out on other stages for  
concerts especially for kids too! 

FRIDAY  
5:00pm
Kids Fest Kick-off. Start your festival with some creative 
cardboard construction or come and chill out with some 
boardgames or some loose parts play.

SATURDAY 
8:00am
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and contribute to 
our cardboard collective creation or help add your own flair 
to our collaborative art piece, Contours of the Creek.  
Art and craft supplies for free play and creation are also 
on hand throughout the day.

9:00am  
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring garland from 
locally picked ivy and flowers to wear for the weekend.

9:30am 
The Wild Martinis (Sam’s Caravan). The Wild Martinis 
are four bonus siblings from Candelo. They grew up in a 
musical share house with musical chairs, musical parents 
and musical instruments. They have developed a reputation 
for sorting 100s & 1000s, sliding down staircases, bush 
dancing, and impressing their awe-struck parents, extended 
family and pets with their music. Catch them being eaten by 
boa constrictors, washing their faces with orange juice and 
teaching the heel and toe polka.

10:30am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her musicians 
to dance the maypole using colourful ribbons 
to make a Barbers Pole, Spiderweb or weave a 
colourful pattern.

11:00am 
Face Painting with Izzzy.

1:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to go a 
little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes alive in this 
kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 100% animal-free 
fun and fact-filled* act full of outback oddities. 
*Facts may only be mostly accurate

3:00pm
Mikelangelo on his Too Small Chair. Come to sing 
and dance along with Mikelangelo as he drops some 
bangers for small humans from his too small chair. 

4:00pm 
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or 
explore textures with a clay impression to take home.

5:00pm 
Board Games and Chill. Come and join in on some 
boardgames suitable for all ages. 

SUNDAY 
8:30am  
Creative Colour and Cardboard. Come and 
contribute to our cardboard collective creation or 
help add your own flair to our collaborative art piece, 
Contours of the Creek. Art and craft supplies for free play 
and creation are also on hand throughout the day.

9:30am
Kids eco printing. Come and explore the colours 
and patterns of native plants with Vero. Use flowers 
and leaves to create a colourful bookmark or explore 
textures with a clay impression to take home. 

10:30am
Nature Garlands. Make a beautiful spring 
garland from locally picked ivy and flowers to 
wear for the weekend.

11:00am
Maypole with Molly. Join Molly and her 
musicians to dance the maypole using 
colourful ribbons to make a Barbers Pole, 
Spiderweb or weave a colourful pattern.

11:30pm
Face Painting with Izzy . 

12:30pm
Wild & Wacky Outback Circus. Get ready to 
go a little bit wild as the Aussie bush comes 
alive in this kids’ circus cabaret. Join us for a 
100% animal-free fun and fact-filled* act full 
of outback oddities. *Facts may only be mostly 
accurate.

2:00pm
Loose Parts Play and Create. Bring your 
appetite for messing about with recycled 
materials to build, craft and create 
masterpieces to take home. 

IN THE WASTE TENT

SATURDAY
1:00pm 
Gerry Gillespie: Making inoculant products at home 
for your compost, garden and toilet. An explanation 
the use of this readily accessible technology to enable 
the most cost-effective use of organic waste in local 
food production systems.

2:15pm 
Martin Royds: City to Soil on Jillamatong: Following 
on from Gerry, Martin will explain how he uses his 
techniques on a large scale and in a farming setting. 

KIDS FEST

MUSIC WORKSHOPS

In the Hall
SATURDAY
10:15am
FESTIVAL CHOIR: Learn a song with choir conductor Bec 
Taylor in preparation to perform with her and her band 
the Lyrebirds in a follow up show at Pete’s Lounge. 

11:45am
ANDU-CAN-LELE: Beginners/Intermediate Ukulele 
- Unlock the four chords that make up many popular 
songs, as well as strumming patterns, chart-reading, and 
finger-picking. BYO Uke. With Charley Castle.

3:15pm
‘CHOONBACKER’: HOW TO LISTEN OUT FOR CHORD 
CHANGES IN A CELTIC MUSIC SESSION — and provide 
rhythm support with bouzouki, mandolin or guitar. With 
Austral.

4:30pm
TENOR BANJO: Explore the art of playing the tenor 
banjo in Irish traditional music. Maggie will guide 
you through essential techniques, rhythms, and 
ornamentation to elevate your playing and bring a fresh 
perspective to traditional tunes. With Maggie Carty.

SUNDAY
12:00pm
BODY PERCUSSION: Part workshop & part meditation 
on the embodiment of rhythm in your personal creative 
practice. A guided journey that requires no instrument 
while incorporating elemental rhythm studies with body 
percussion (steps, claps, finger snaps) & voice. With 
David Ross MacDonald.

AROUND THE GROUNDS

FRIDAY
SURLY GRIFFIN MORRIS
Rhythm Sticks Workshop: They will bring the sticks and 
the music – all you need is courage to have a go.
Hall — 7:00pm

SATURDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. 
HALL —  8.00AM

OPENING EVENT: Please come to our official welcome, 
hear from our local councillor, meet some of the festival’s 
inspiring volunteers, celebrate some awards, get the low 
down on this year’s program highlights. 
Pete’s — 9:30am

PATTERSONS CURSE:  a tribute.  Join Gerry Gillespie, a 
life-time member of Majors Creek Festival, for a special 
one-off celebratory concert for his brother Peter after 
whom Pete’s Lounge at the Festival is named. Peter died 
ten years back and we thought it time to remind you of 
some of the old Pattersons Curse classics along with a 
few new innovations, or old innovations from the 50s and 
60s, minced lovingly through the ‘folk process’. Gerry will 
be joined on stage by Andrew Saunders and sundry other 
music makers, which could include you! Come along and 
you too can become part of the repartee of the last gasp 
of the Curse.
Pete’s — 9:45am

SURREAL PAPER MASKS WITH FRANK LINDNER
Join Frank Lindner the 2025 STA Majors Artist for 
a creative mask making workshop using paper and 
paint to create an individual mask to wear around the 
festival. Workshop participants will be invited to appear 
in a Frank Lindner original photograph wearing their 
creation. All materials provided.
Hall Veranda —11:00am

POP UP GAELTACHT
An bhfuil aon gaeilge agat?
Pop-in to the Pop-up Gaeltacht to use your cúpla focail. 
All abilities welcome
Bar area — 1:00pm

SONGWRITERS IN THE ROUND
Hosted by the enormously talented and funny Pete 
Denahy, our Songwriters in the Round show will feature 
Heath Cullen, Daniel Champagne, Andrea Kirwin, DINGO 
and Vanessa Jade sharing songs, inspiration and stories.
Main —12:00pm

BUSH DANCE
The Saturday night festival favourite, the family bush 
dance, is back on Saturday night with the wonderful 
Paverty Bush Band.
Hall — 7:30pm

SUNDAY
POETS BREAKFAST
Join Lorraine McCrimmon to share in poetry, tales and 
laughs alongside your morning sustenance. Hall — 8:00am

 MERRY MUSE MORNING:
Come and join the crew from Merry Muse Folk Club 
as they showcase some of Canberra’s best folk talents. 
Sam’s — 9:30am 

BRAIDWOOD DANCE STUDIO DISPLAY
Come and watch and encourage the local kids from the 
Braidwood Dance School while they wow us with their 
dance skills. Pete’s — 9:30am 

AN ECUMENICAL SERVICE TO CELEBRATE MUSIC 
Featuring music by year 9 students of Abbotsleigh School 
in Sydney. Brass & string instruments: 6 voices in harmony: 
together with a 100 year old organ. What better way to 
give thanks for the gift of music & song? All welcome. 
Church — 10:00am

BUNGENDORE YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Their senior quintet will be showcasing an inspiring 
selection of traditional tunes and contemporary 
arrangements. Pete’s — 10:30am

YARNING CIRCLE: 
Come and join Wallabindi, where you will learn her 
reconciliation song and encourage conversations about 
reconciliation and truth telling. Hall — 10:45am

COMMUNAL WEAVING WORKSHOP
Connect with your creativity through mindful making. A 
simple project using willow and flax. Hall Verandah —11am 

THE SUPER AMAZING MYSTERY GUEST (WHO WANTED TO 
STAY  ANONYMOUS) AND THE MAJORS ALL STAR BAND
Head to the pub on Sunday arvo where this surprise 
performer of some notoriety who  wanted to remain 
anonymous will be kicking off the wrap party at the pub on 
Sunday afternoon.  Pub — 2:30pm

YOGA, TAI CHI AND 
ZUMBA

HEART OF YOGA: Sat - Pete’s — 8:00am | Sun —  
Pete’s – 8:00am
Morning Yoga with Cecile Galiazzo. All levels welcome. 
Vinyasa flow and Breath.

TAI CHI: Sun — Sam’s — 8:00am
Original yang style tai chi. Get your Qi flowing with 
William Verdon.

ZUMBA: Sat — Main — 8:30am 
Come and join Jess from South Coast Zumba for a High 
Intensity Interval Dance class – suitable for all regardless 
of your dance experience. It is so much fun and a chance to 
let yourself be free whilst getting some exercise all at once! 

SESSIONS
Sessions are a welcoming place for everyone to sing, 
play and connect. Sheet music provided at times or 
play by ear. All instruments and players of any level 
encouraged and welcome to join in.

FRIDAY 
OLD TIME SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Pub: 6:00pm

IRISH SESSION: With The Butter Trackers. Hall: 8:30pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with the Canberra Shanty Club 
Bar Area: 9:00pm

SATURDAY
BRAIDWOOD FOLK CLUB SESSION: with The 
Braidwood Folk Club. Hall: 1:00pm

IRISH SESSION: with The Butter Trackers. Bar: 3:00pm

THE BIG SING: with The Braidwood Folk Club Hall: 5:45pm

BLUEGRASS SESSION: The crew from the Southside 
Markets Jam. Bar Area: 8:00pm

SING LIKE A SAILOR: with Canberra Shanty Club
Hall: 10:30pm

SUNDAY
SLOW SESSION: Traditional Irish tunes played at a 
relaxed pace. With The Butter Trackers
Bar Area: 11:30am

THANK YOU! Majors Creek Festival is an entirely volunteer 
run, not-for-profit community festival and would not be possible 
without our wonderful sponsors, supporters and volunteers.  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
In keeping with the spirit of Reconciliation, Majors Creek Festival  acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners of the land on which we gather and recognise that this has always been a place of teaching, 
learning, music, and art. 
We wish to pay respect to the Elders, past, present, and emerging and acknowledge the important 
role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play in our community.

 

Thanks to ….
Tigre Asha photography
John McVeity Sound 
Majors Creek Hotel
Southern Tablelands Arts
Tony Moore Electrician and his crew
Braidwood FM
Sam’s Caravan
Bruce McCarron and Family
Martin Royds: Jillamatong Braidwood
Anglican Parish of Braidwood
Braidwood SES
Noel Harrington for the ‘Tinnibago Office’
The Braidwood Folk Music Club
The Residents of Majors Creek
Our Billet hosts for generously opening their homes 
And all our wonderful volunteers. We could not do it 
without you! 

Majors Creek Festival Crew: 
Hannah Gillespie – Festival & Creative Director  
Gail Cummins – General Manager & Licensee
Jo Telfer – Volunteer Coordinator
Alfredo la Caprara –Site Operations
Pip Thomson – Kids Festival Coordinator
Vanessa Palmer – Waste Manager 
Steve Junor – Stalls Coordinator
Bonnie Roppola – Shop Manager
Benjamin Addy – Construction Manager
Pearl Junor – Bar Manager 
Kirsten Junor – Site Design / Artist Services
Kym Mogridge – Ticketing Manager
Mick Radojkovic - Web Guru
Rachel Shields – Graphic Design
Janet Barnes – Vollie Catering

Community Bank
Braidwood Major sponsor

Proudly supported by 

November 7–9 2025

Dan Gutteridge and Carly McMahon (2024)
Bruce Harrington, Julie Harrington (2025)

LIFETIME FESTIVAL FRIENDS
Majors Creek Festival acknowledges the hard work and dedication of past committee members 
and volunteers through its Lifetime Festival Friends program. An initiative of our 25th festival 
anniversary celebration in 2018, the committee honour our Lifetime Festival Friends by welcoming 
them to attend Majors each year as our very valuable guests. This year’s worthy recipients are 
Bruce and Julie Harrington.
Sue Rendell, Alison Smith (2018),  
Arthur Baker, Gordon Pritchard (2019),  
Gerry Gillespie and Judy Knowles (2023).

Don’t forget to check out the exhibition of local artists in the hall, 
featuring landscape painter Kate Curruthers, Blake Prize finalist 
Ray Monde and Majors Creek’s own Zoe Brand. !
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